May 2, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. __....o0 ~~227 


"tN ‘ ¥ fw &, 


THE ( MAY 1° 190), 
Board of Trade 


Vol. XXXIII.] May 2, 1901. (No. 2381. 


In a notice on p. 282 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board cf Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8. W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 280-1. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 
relating to Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—-A north of England firm ask to be furnished 
with addresses of shippers of Canadian provisions—butter, cheese, 
eggs, &c. 

The names of Canadian wood pulp exporters are asked for 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Toronto firm desire to hear of English 
houses wishing to be represented for the sale of teas and other. 
Kast India products. 
A 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

ears... urator of which Section further particulars 
relating to Trade. may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiry.—A firm manufacturing flint and glass bottles, 
jars, globes and other chemists’ supplies desires names of Canadian 
importers of same. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian manufacturer is prepared to 
quote for supplies of hardwood flooring, grille work, turned goods, 
dowels, &c. 

A Western Canada correspondent wishes to obtain a good Rio 
coffee agency. 

Enquiry is made for names of persons interested in the purchase 
of an equipped graphite mine in the Ottawa District. 

-- A Montreal manufacturer's agent is open to undertake an agency 
in soft goods, cottons, &c. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has recetved a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
Tel h Wi that tenders are invited by the Telegraph 
st Department of the Norwegian Government, to 
be received not later than the 9th May, for the supply of copper 
wire, copper ribbon wire, and tinned soldering wire. 
Specifications and drawings may be seen daily between 12 and 
1 p.m..at the Rigstelegrafstyrelsens Kontor, Christiania. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

Tenders for from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 

ek diel that tenders are invited by the Drammen Gas 

7 Works, to be received not later than the 4th 

May, for the supply of 2,500 to 5,000 tons of gas-coal (South 

Benwell, New Pelton, or similar sort) free into cart at Bragernes 

uay. 

’ Fuil particulars may be obtained from Mr. H. B. Sérensen, 

Gasveerkets Kontor, Drammen. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received 4 despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
stating that tenders are invited by the 
Norwegian State Railways Administration, to 


Tenders for 
Railway Bridges. 


be received not iater than the 8th May, for the supply of a lattice 
bridge and three small bridges of about 45 tons. 

Conditions of tender and drawings may be iuspected at 
Jernbanedirektérens Kontor, No. 8, Jernbane“lorvet (Brokontoret), 
Christiania. 
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The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
' from H:M. Consul-General at Christiania, 


Tenders for Tools 
stating that tenders are invited by the Nor- 
yr a wegian State Railways Administration, to be 


received not later than the lst June, for the 
supply of various tools and materials such as anvils, axes, boring 
steel, padlocks, fuses and mining explosives, cranes, pails, grease, 
oil cans, nails, &c 

Particulars may be obtained from Afdelingsingenidrens Kontor, 
Arendal Aamli Banen, Arendal. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul-General at Frankfort, in a report dated 
15th March last, states that the City Authorities 
of Hanover, have just appropriated 80,000 


‘Automobiles for 


eee p marks (4,000/.) for three automobiles for 
a " the use of the city’s fire department, provided 


that they prove satisfactory during a certain 
trial period. 


FRENCH GUINEA. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of the 30th March last, published 

Railwa: a Decree dated 22nd March, by the terms of 

Mate ae which the Colony of Irench Guinea is authorised 

: to contract a loan, at a rate not exceeding four 

per cent., of a sum of 4,000,000 francs., which will be employed 

for railway building, for rolling stock, and for lengthening the 
line of railway now in course of construction. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 25th inst. contains Royal Orders 
Sieciiuaas authorising the purchase, without previously 
Gesbeostn calling for tenders, of 16,000 kilogs. of steel for 

—— the covering of Mauser balls from the firm of 

Basse and Selve in Altona; of 500 kilogs. of white powder 

“Schwab” for Mauser blank cartridges from the firm of Keller 

and Company, Hirtemburg (Austria); of 200 tons special com- 

position for moulding, and 20 tons of paint, from the firm of 

Stevens and Company, in England ; of 40 tons bell metal, from 

the firm of Larrucea and Lopez, Bilbao ; of 100 tons of siliceous 

sand from the firm of Carretero Lermanos, Segovia ; and of the 


supply of sulphuric acid required for four. years by the Aeronautic 


Establishment of the from the Factory at 


allecas. 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 26th inst. contains a notice calling for 
.. tenders for the purchase of the plant belongin 
to the service of the of Cordoba, 
Pe tenes and for the continuation of that service for the 
unexpired term of the contract of the former concessionnaire, which 
expires on 14th May, 1908. No tenders having. been received on 
the terms formerly announced (see “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
22nd March, 1900, p. 625), a reduction of 20 per cent. has been 


made in the upset price, which now stands at 68,930-20 pesetas or 
2,0131. 


The ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 27th inst. contains an. announcement 
Electric to the effect that an application has been made 
eneeina for the concession for an electric tramway to be 

y: called the “ North East” at Barcelona, accom- 

panied by the relative plan and the guarantee required by law, and 
that for one month applications on better terms will be considered. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
_— supply of timber which may be needed in the 
— Arsenal at Ferrol up to 31st December, 1903. 

i Tenders will be opened in the Secretariat of the 

Arsenal, and simultaneously in the Ministry of Marine at Madrid, 


at a date and hour to be hereafter announced in the “Gazette.” A 
provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas or 291. 4s. is required. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above announcements may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. : 


PORTUGAL. 

The “Lisbon Gazette” of 23rd inst. contains an announcement 

calling for tenders, to be delivered by mid-day 
Contract for Flax. of 22nd inst. in the Secretariat of the Buying 

Commission of the Ministry of Marine and 
Foreign Affairs, for the supply of 80 tons retted and scutched flax, 
and for 100 tons unretted flax fibre. The tenders will be opened 
at mid-day on 23rd inst. A provisional deposit of 1,200 milreis, 
or 1841. 7s. 6d., is required precedent to the admission of any 
tender to the comretition. 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 26th ult. contains a notice calling for 
Cuntanset the tenders to be delivered up to mid-day on 4th 
Petrol prox. at the Secretariat of the Buying Com- 

— mission of the Ministry of Marine and Foreign 
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Affairs, for the supply of 26,000 kilogs. of first-class American 
petroleum for the use of the lighthouses. 

Tenders will be opened at mid-day on 6th prox. A provisional 
deposit of 90 milreis, or 13/. 16s., is required to entitle any tender 
to compete. 


The “ Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 


of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S,W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GREECE. 
According to tke ‘‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of the 
25th ult., tenders will be received up to the 
riya 20th June next, for the rights (in perpetuity) 
Deposits in Zante. “ae 
over the property containing petroleum 


deposits and the working of the said deposits in the Island of 
Zante and the adjacent islets. 


Further particulars may be obtained at the “ Office National du 
Commerce Extérieur,” 3, Rue Feydeau, Paris. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journel Officiel” of 17th ult. announces that the 
Administration of the “ Daira Sanieh” will 
Tenders for Coal, 


receive tenders, up till 11 a.m. on the 21st 
Sugar, Tallow, inst., for the supply of— 


Oil, &c. 43,000 tons of coal. 
11,900: briquettes. 
500 ,, cannel coal. 
600 ,, coke, 


530,000 sacks of sugar. 
25,000 kilogs. of white grease. 
3,000 yellow grease. 
2,500 om olive oil. 
4,000 a boiled linseed oil. 
The conditions of contract may be seen by those interested at 
Cairo and at Alexandria. — 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 


from H.M. Consul at Cairo stating that: 
pe ~~ “4 tenders are invited by the Egyptian Govern- 
supp'y ment, to be received not later than the 25th 
Stationery. 


May, for the supply of stationery required by 
ihe Egyptian Government during the years 1902 to 1904, inclusive. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
yerzonal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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COLOMBIA. 


The United States Consul-General at Panama, in a report dated 

11th March last, states that the following notice 

appeared in a local paper of recent date’ snd is 

Sesbesten an official announcement by the Panama Govern- 

aed ment of the intended sale of the rights of the 

fisheries at the Pearl Islands. (See “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 
28th June last, p. 712) :— 

“The Government will shortly accept bids for the right to work 
the pearl and coral fisheries in Columbian waters for a term of fifteen 
years. To intending bidders for the said right, full particulars 
will be furnished at the Government House.” 

For something like a hundred years and more, the smail group of 
islands fifty miles to the sovth of Panama, known as the “ Pearl 
Islands,” have been famous for their remarkable yield of pearls and 
coral. During certain seasons of the year, when the waters are 
unusually clear, these waters are worked by divers, and many 
pearls of great value have been found there. The pearls rank well 
‘In grade and colour; in the latter respect, they range from the 
pure white to green and lead gray and frequently jet black. 

These fishing grounds have been a source of great revenue to the 
Government, as well as to the few more fortunate finders. Some 
little expense is attached to the business, as it is necessary to have 
experienced divers and men thoroughly versed in the business. 

It is estimated that the shell of the oyster, commonly known as 
the mother-of-pearl! shell, if trimmed and shipped to Europe or the 
United States, would be sufficient to defray all ordinary expenses 
and leave the find of pearl as a clear profit. It is not common to 
have valuable finds, yet the fisher is sometimes rewarded with 
pearls of great worth. 

Formerly, those who worked in these waters paid a percentage 
on their finds; later, an annual tax. It seems that now the 
Government has decided to sell the exclusive right to the highest 
bidder for a period of fifteen years. 


CHILE. 


The “ Manufacturer” (Philadelphia) of 15th ult. states that, judging 
from recent reports from South America, the 
Mining Machinery. Republic of Chile deserves the attention of 
manufacturers of mining machinery desirous 
of extending their export trade. Not for many years have the 
mining industries of Chile presented so promising a field for 
manufacturers of machinery as they do just now. 
This is, perhaps, best attested by the latest import statistics 
published by the Chilean Government, which show that during 
the year 1899 the imports of mining machinery amounted to 
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14,600/., as against 7,400/. in 1898. Information which has come 
from the various mining centres of Chile regarding the volume of 
business done during, 1900, point, to an even greater increase in 
the figures for that year. 

The import trade in mining machinery during 1899 was divided 
among three countries—Great Britain, Germany, and the United 
States—in the following proportions: United Kingdom 7,3501., 
Germany 7,000/., and the United States 250/. 

Several new mining companies have been formed in Chile 
during the past few months, while a number of old plants have 
been overhauled and remodelled. It is expected that large sums 
will be spent in the purchase of new machinery. 


CHINA. 


The United States Consul at Shanghai reports that there is an 
excellent opening for the establishment of a 
> end. Door sash, door, and wood-working establishment at 
actory at Shanghai 
Shanghai. 
A number of very large modern buildings are 
always in course of construction there, and the architects are con- 
stantly in difficulties about interior finishings. 

The Consul states that, so far as he has been able to learn, there is 
not a planer, moulding machine, or sawmill in China. Logs are 
sawn into lumber by the whipsaw process, and in every city and 
throughout the country men are engaged in this business of sawing 
lumber by hand. He goes on to say :— 

“* Mouldings are made by hand work, and all lumber is dressed in 
the same way. There is not a lumber dry kiln in China, and the 
most difficult problem in the construction of buildings is to get 
well-seasoned material for interior finish. 

“ A proper wood-working establishment at Shanghai would com- 
mand the trade of the entire Yangtze Valley and probably of points 
along the coast to the north, such as Tsintau, Wei Hai Wei, 
Tientsin, and Port Arthur. 

“ The most important feature of the plant would be a first-class 
dry kiln of sufficient capacity to meet the demands for dry lumber. 
A good band saw for sawing native logs of small size and imported 
lumber up to 18 inches would be required. Moulding machines, 
planers, and sash and door machinery for making special work, 
turning lathes, and general wood-working machines would complete 
the requirements. 

“ A plant for making stock doors and windows would not be 
advisable, as proper material is not to be had, and the demand is 
not heavy. 

** Most of the wood used for interior fiuish is hard wood, coming 
from countries south of Shanghai. 
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* All building contracts are carried on by Chinese, and the 
lumber yards are also in their hands. 

“The best man to undertake this business-would be one of good 
education and address, familiar with the details of the business, 
and capable of taking the management of the concern ; he should 
have some capital and first-class recommendations; he should 
spend at least three months in Shanghai looking into the require- 
ments before ordering his plant; he should get the Chinese 
contractors, and perhaps the lumber dealers, to join him in the 
enterprise. 

“* The Chinese have plenty of capital to engage in such enterprises 
and do not hesitate to invest therein, if they are presented by good 
and capable men, and show chances for reasonable profit. 

“ The architects will be glad to do all they can to encourage the 
institution, for all recognise the necessity of it. 

‘* Further information may be obtained from Messrs. Atkinson & © 
Dallas, architects, Shanghai, China.” 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


SPAIN. 
With reference to the notice on p. 560 of the ‘ Board of Trade 

Exhibition of Journal ” for 6th March last, a further despatch, 
Stoves, F dated 20th ult., has been received at the Foreign 

Office from H.M. Consul at Barcelona, 

™ — forwarding a cutting (and translation) from the 

“ Diario de Barcelona” of the 18th ult., giving 

a further circular issued by the Executive Committee of the said 

Exhibition which deals more fully with the rules applying to 

exhibitors of appliances for the combustion of coal; and also 

announces that the opening of the Exhibition will not be till the 

2nd of June, that would-be exhibitors must send in their goods 

before the 15th inst., and that the Exhibition will close on 
the 29th September next. 

The above-mentioned translation may be seen by those interested, 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S8.W., any day between 
the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The United States Consul at Coburg reports, under date of 15th 
March last, that the Landwirthschaftliche 


prt Centralgesellschaft for the Kingdom of 
Bohemia, is making arrangements for an 


Agricultural Exhibition, to take place at Prague 
Prague. from the 15th to 19th of May, 1901. Cattle, 


i 

\ 
j 
ae 


May 2, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 235 


Openings for British Trade. 


agricultural products, and agricultural tools and machines will be 
exhibited. The Custom Authorities at the frontiers are ordered to 
have foreign exhibition goods passed through the head Customs 
office at Prague, so that goods may be noted for the refunding of 
duty on re-exportation. 


PORTUGAL—AZORES. 

Tne United States Consul at St. Michael’s (Azores), in a repors 
id dated 5th March last, states that he has been 
>a the officially notified of the intention of the authori- 
: ~ ties of the Azores to inaugurate a grand fair, or 
exhibition, in honour of the first visit of the King and Queen of 
Portugal to that island. The official programme puts the date of 
their appearance in St. Michael’s at Ist July, 1901, and it is 
the intention of the King to open the fair in person. The Exhibi- 

tion will remain open three weeks. 

Unfortunately, the plans of the fair association do not embrace 
buildings for the exhibition of foreign manufactures; but the 
Consul adds that he is assured by the Director—Dr. Aristedes 
Moreira da Molta—that, upon proper application, space would be 
provided for such a building, should foreign exhibitors care to erect 
one. Customs duties will be collected on all goods intended for 
the fair, but will be remitted at once upon proof. of reshipment. 
No objections will be offered to selling goods in the fair, but 
delivery of goods sold cannot be made until after the close of the 
fair, and a charge of 5 per cent. will be levied on all such sales. 

As the heavier kinds of machinery enter very little into the wants 
of these people, the Consul is of opinion that it would be advisable 
to limit the goods to be shown to the lighter forms, such as ploughs, 
cornshellers, hoes, shovels, rakes ; besides carpenter, machinist, and 
blacksmith tools; bolts, nuts, locks, and other house furnishings ; 
tin, sheet iron, wire, soaps, paper, oatmeal, &c., in packages ; 
cotton and print goods, silks and novelties, men’s and women’s fur- 
nishings, leather, graphophones, and similar articles. Most of these 
things could be sold in the Azores, thereby reducing expenses. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Charleston states that the South Carolina, 


= 3 — Inter-State and West Indian Exhibition, which 
FE aibitie t is proposed to be held at Charleston from 
Galstoten 1st December, 1901, until 1st June, 1902, was 


(8.0) heartily endorsed by a resolution adopted at the 
hie last session of the South Carolina General 
Assembly, and the advancement of the project was most earnestly 
commended and urged upon the entire population of the State. 


“Te 
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~. The projectors of the enterprise, encouraged by this spontaneous 
action of the Legislature of the State, went to work with energy, 
and a chartered company was organised with a proposed capital 
of 250,000 dol. (about 50,0001,), of which 200,000 dol. (40,0007.) 
has already been paid in. A Bill is now pending in the United © 
States Congress appropriating 250,000 dol. for a Government 
exhibit at the exhibition ; this Bill has already passed the Senate, 
and in addition the City Council of Charleston has voted the 
sum of 50,000 dols. in aid of the undertaking. 

The general scope of the Exhibition is to bring to public 
notice the industries and resources of South Carolina and 
neighbouring States and of the West Indies as well. It is 
especially intended to afford the agricultural and manufacturin 
interests of the State an opportunity, of showing to the work 
their extent, value and importance. 

An excellent site has been secured along the shores of the 
Ashley River, in the city of Charleston, consisting of about 150 
acres, and the work of construction has already begun. 

In addition to the financial measures before stated in aid of the 
work, application has also been made to the State of South 
Carolina for an appropriation of 50,000 dols. to assist in the proper 
development of the Exhibition, and this has been warmly com- 
mended by the Governor for favourable consideration by the 
Legislature on the ground that, in his opinion, it will be of 
material and permanent value to the State, and there is little doubt 
that the appropriation will be passed during the present session 
of that body. 

Active work upon the Exhibition was commenced about the 
first of last August, and much has been accomplished in further- 
ance of the project since then. The site chosen will be on the 
eastern bank of the Ashley River, within a mile and a-half of the 
business centre of the city of Charleston. The grounds are well 


situated, and will easily permit of artistic treatment; one-half 


will be devoted to the main Exhibition building, the midway 
section, and the administration offices of the show, The rest of 
the grounds will be kept in their present natural state, and will be 
used for the buildings and exhibits of the Government and several 
States of the Union which will take part in the Exhibition. 

The principal buildings will be as follows :—Cotton, commerce, 


agriculture, auditorium, mining and forestry, machinery, trans- 
‘port, railway exhibits, Government building, State buildings, 
‘women’s building, restaurant, and negro’ building. The cotton 
building, however, will be the most imposing of all, as it will cover 
‘a floor space of 50,000 feet. In this building are to be displayed 
‘the products of the cotton mills of the country, and as South 
‘Carolina is the second cotton manufacturing State in the Union, 


and the leading ‘one in the South, it is expected that this will be 
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one of the most attractive departments to visitors both from home 
and abroad, and is likely to be particularly valuable and interesting. 
to those engaged in the cotton manufacturing industry. 

_The other buildings above mentioned, although smaller in size, 
will not be without their attractions, and in them will be 
exemplified the best types of Spanish renaissance and Spanish 
mission architecture, as seen in Southern California and Texas, 
combined in a most effective way. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,572.) 


THE INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF 
TRADE. 
_MEETING OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Board of Trade Advisory Committee on Com- 
mercial Intelligence was held at the offices ot the Board, No. 7, , 
Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., Sir Courtenay Boyle, K.C.B., the per- 
manent Secretary of thé Board of Trade, in the chair. The other 
Members of the Committee present were Sir A. E. Bateman, 
K.C.M.G., Sir F. Abel, Bart., K.C.B., Sir H. G. Bergne, K.C.M.G., 
Mr. F. Brittain (Ex-President of the Sheffield Chamber of Com- 
merce), Mr. T. Craig Brown (of the South of Scotland Chamber of 
Commerce), Mr. C. A. Harris, C.M.G., Sir Alfred Hickman, M.P., 
and Mr. W. H. Holland, M.P., with Mr. G. J. Stanley, of the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, the Secretary of 
the Committee. 

Mr. T. Worthington, the Principal of the Intelligence Branch of 
the Board, and Mr. E. W. Fithian, the Secretary of the Association 
of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, were also in 
attendance. 


LOCOMOTIVE BUILDING IN THE UNITED STATES | 
OF AMERICA. 

The “ Iron Age” (New York) of 4th ult. publishes an interest- 
ing account of the development of the locomotive building industry 
in the United States, which was contained in a statement made to 
the Industrial Commission by Mr. H. Converse, of thé Baldwin 
Locomotive Works. 

Mr. Converse states that the industry in the United States pro- 
bably dates from the construction by Mr. Baldwin in 1831 of a 
locomotive for the Germantown Railroad. At the present time. 
there are ten or more important firms making locomotives, the. 
Baldwin works alone employing 8,500 hands, about 10,000,000. 
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dols. of capital, and turning out 1,200 locomotives per annum, 
valued between 16,000,000 and 17,000,000 dols, Concerning the 
use of American locomotives abroad, Mr. Converse says: — 

“The foreign trade in locomotives has been a growth of the last 
40 years. At first it was confined chiefly to Cuba and South 
America. Of late years, and chiefly within the past 25 years, it 
has extended to the Eastern Hemisphere, and the growth has been 
very great in that direction within the past 10 years; so that now 
American locomotives haye been sent to a greater or less extent to 
almost every country in the world where railways are in operation. 
Within the past three years we have built locomotives for railways 
in England, and France, and Southern Germany. These countries 
have been large locomotive producers in the past, and have been 
our competitors for foreign trade in South America, so that it is 
rather a remarkable development that industrial conditions in the 
United States should have changed so that we are able to build 
locomotives for their own countries. Owing to the design and 
character of American locomotives they can be, and have been, 
constructed at a less cost per unit of weight than the ordinary 
European locomotives, although the wages paid are considerably 
higher than the wages in European locomotive works. ‘There are 


- two reasons for that. In the first place, the character of American 


workmen, their disposition to be industrious, and their intelligence 
in their work ; and second, the much larger use of machine tools 
and improved machinery in this country than abroad. ‘The fact 
that we have a very large home market strengthens us for going 
abroad and seeking business.” 

Mr. Converse goes on to say that at the beginning of railway 
operations in the United States, the locomotive was a machine 
with a single pair of driving wheels, and the aggregate weight was 
probably not more than from 12 to 16 tons. The first change was the 
addition of the second pair of driving wheels, and the coupling of 
them together, and the equalisation of the driving wheels, which 
was an American device. Then the next change was in coupling six 
and eight driving wheels together, and the increase in the weight 
of locomotives from 20 to 50 tons. That change occurred during 
the period 1840 to 1850. In the next two decades, from 1850 to 
1870, nearly all the existing types of locomotives were brought out, 
and there was some increase in weight. About 1870 the standard 
American locomotives were about 40 tons in weight for an ordinary 
freight locomotive and about 35 tons for the passenger locomotive. 
The development has been very great within the past decade, and 
now freight locomotives of 100 tons and passenger locomotives from 
70 to 80 tons are the rule. All these weights are for the locomo- 
tive proper, and exclusive of the weight of thetender. The weight 
of the tender has proportionately increased, so that, while 40 years 
ago a 2,000-gallon tender was considered to be a very liberal size, 
tenders of 7,500 gallons capacity are now constructed. 
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The increase in speed has been one of the most remarkable 
developments of recent years. There are at present trains running 
in the United States scheduled at a rate which means a speed of 
from 70 to 80 miles an hour, 

There has been a close. relation between the development of the 
locomotive and the introduction of steel rails of increasing weight, 
and also iron and steel bridges. The introduction of steel for rails 
in place of iron has made possible heavier locomotives, and then 
the gradual increase in the weight of steel rails until to-day steel 
rails weighing 100 pounds to the yard are being used, whereas 40 
years ago a large part of the mileage of American railroads was 
laid with rails weighing less than 60 pounds to the yard, and 
generally of iron. 

The effect of this increase in the size and speed of the locomotive 
and in the substitution of steel for iron, the increase in the weight 
of rails and in the improvement of bridges has been to very largely 
reduce the cost of operating the roads, and to that fact is due the 
decrease in the cost of transportation. 

The weight of locomotives has probably been more than doubled 
within the last 25 or 30 years, and at the same time most important 
improvements in the quality of material have been made, but the 
increase in price is not more than 40 or 50 per cent. The changes 
in the material have been the adoption of steel for boilers instead of 
iron; of thicker and stronger boilers, made in a much more expensive 
and elaborate way, so as to be capable of carrying a steam pressure 
-of 200 pounds to the square inch, whereas thirty or forty 
years ago 100 pounds was the ordinary pressure. More parts are 
made of steel about the locomotive than formerly ; tender frames 
are made of steel ; the tanks are made of steel; the cabs are made 
of steel, where they were formerly of wood. All the wheels under 
a locomotive and tender are steel tyred, where formerly both the 
tender and engine wheels were cast iron. This substitution has 
been made possible by great improvements in the production of steel. 

“In almost every particular,” continues Mr. Converse, “we 
work from the raw material; that is, we buy pig-iron and steel 
plates, steel billets, boiler tubes, &c., and make the parts from 
these. The only finished parts that we buy are appliances such as 
steam gauges, injectors, steel tyres, and steel tyred wheels. We 
are practically without patent protection for any parts of our loco- 
motives, with the exception of a plan of compound locomotive 
invented by Mr. Vauclain, one of the partners of the works, and 
which is very largely used both in America and abroad. Some of 
our machinery is patented, for we have found in our experience 
that tools can be designed and constructed to perform certain 
processes more economically than existing tools, and in such cases 
we have the tools made, and sometimes parts of them, at least, are 
protected by patents.” 


| 
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PLANTATIONS IN GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


-The following account of various plantations in German East 
Africa is from a report by the British Acting Vice-Consul at 
Dar-es-Salaam 
 Tobacco.—The experimental plantation at Mohorro, after having 
to contend with exceptionally adverse circumstances, has been 
abandoned, and tobacco has now been planted at Usimbi, 15 miles 
distant, on the Rufiji River. The first crop promised well, five 
tons being gathered, but it was found that the leaves would not 
burn. A second trial is at present being made, and it is hoped 
that a new kind of manure which has been used will counteract 
the salty nature of the soil. 

_Teak.—A few hundred teak trees have also been planted at 
Usimbi. 

Sugar Cane.—The Government sugar cane plantation at Msomeni, 
situated about 10 miles from Mohorro, has suffered from drought, 
and it is proposed to irrigate the land. The native sugar cane 

lantations at Mohorro seem to have done well. An Arab has 
imported a press from Hamburg, by which means the juice is 
easily extracted. 

Fibre,-—The Government plantation at Kurasini was sold to a 
private company in April last for 5,000/.. Nearly 600 acres have 
been planted with Mauritius hemp, and a field railway has 
been constructed. At the present time some 20,000 leaves, pro- 
ducing about 750 lbs. of dry fibre, are cut and cleaned daily. The 
fibre goes through the process known as breaking and scutching, 
the fleshy leaves being cracked and broken up by means of 


a.simple rolling machine. After the bruised leaves have been left_ 


in soapy water for one night, they are well rinsed in fresh water 
and then placed in the sun. When dry, as much as possible of the 
broken flesh is shaken out, after which the fibre is beaten by 
rotating wooden paddles, by which means the remainder is removed. 
It is then pressed and formed into bales weighing 24 cwts. 

3,250 acres have been planted with hemp in the hinterland of 
Tanga and Pangani, and in the highlands of Usambara. It is 
expected that the cultivation of fibre will be very profitable. There 
are at present over 800,000 Mauritius hemp and 750,000 
Sisal hemp plants. Compared to other products the cultivation of 
fibre is very simple and inexpensive. The only fear is that owing 
to over-production the price will fall considerably, and the article 
will become a drug in the market. Within the last few months 
Fourcroya hemp has fallen from 33s. to 25s. per cwt. 

The first Sisal agave plants were introduced by the German 
East Africa Company in 1891, 46 being brought from Yucatan 
and planted in the Kikogwe estate. From the original 46. plants 
over 700,000 have been obtained in nine years. At Kikogwe 
alone there are 640,000, covering an area of 1,000 acres, whilst 
65,000 have been distributed amongst the German East Africa 
Company’s other estates. 
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Plantations in German Hust Africa. 


‘The Sisal hemp at Kikogwe only lives for five or six -years 
when allowed to go to seed. When the leaves are regularly cut, 
the life of the plants will probably be considerably longer... The 
annual produce of each plant is about 40 leaves, or 2% lbs. of 
fibre. During the year under review a sample of 100 ewts. of fibre 
was sent out and sold for 50s. per cwt. 

So far the only experiments carried out with ramie are 
those of Herr Hoffmann on the Makinyumbe estate.- A Rhea 
fibre extractor is shortly to be imported. Ramie and China grass 
are largely used in the manufacture of fine yarns, and there are 
factories in Germany in which large quantities are used. Up 
to the present the raw material has been imported almost exclu- 
sively from China. 

Vanilla. There ave three vanilla plantations near Bagamoyo. 
Two, Kitopeni and Shambesi, belonging to a private company, the 
third to the Roman Catholic Mission. In the two former are 
30,000 vines, each of which bears on an average 20 pods annually. 

During the drought of 1898 half the vines died. To prevent a 
recurrence of such a catastrophe the plantations are now irrigated, 
the water being fetched a distance of about two miles in pipes. 

The flowers are fertilised artificially, and the vines are not 
allowed to grow more than six or seven feet in height. The pods 
are cured by the wet treatment and are dried in an oven, a tem- 
“se nag of 120° Fahr. being maintained. Some are also sun-dried, 

ing wrapped up in woollen cloth, 


The vines belonging to the mission are said to be less pro- 
ductive. 


The price obtained for 1 lb. of vanilla (from 30 to 50 pods) 
ranges from 11, to 31. 

Coffee—There are over 5,000,000 coffee shrubs of the Mocha 
variety, one quarter of which are now in bearing. 

The plantations are situated at an elevation of from 3,500 to 
6,000 feet above the sea-level. ‘The soil of Usambara appears to 
be particularly suited to the cultivation of coffee, and the plants 
come into bearing at two years of age. 


In some of the estates the shrubs are not shaded at all. Up to 


the present no signs of sunstroke or canker have been observed. » 

Considerable damage is, at times, done by beetles and field bugs. 
Very little manure has as yet been used; but the German East 
Africa Company is following the example of the Guatemala cdffee- 
planters, and a mixture of bone meal, sawdust, rotten coffee husks, 
and lime has been found a good substitute for animal maniuite 
which is wanting. 

On several of the estates the berries are pulped ‘by rhisclitiieiy 


-(Walker’s or Gordon’s). Fermenting vats and drying houses have 
‘also been built. Each tree is said to bear on an n average + tb. of 


parchment coffee per annum. 
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Plantations in German East Africa. 


The price obtained for the first and second qualities, which are 
sent to Hamburg, averages 75s. per cwt. Inferior coffee is sold 
locally or in Zanzibar, and fetches about 28 rupees (37s. 4d.) 
per cwt. 

In the following table is shown the total amount of coffee 
exported from German East Africa since the plants came into 
bearing :— 


Tate. Quantity. 

Cwts 

Ist January to 3lst December, 1895 ome ove 700 

” 1899 one ons 1,020 

30th September, 1900 1,220 


It is believed that next year’s crop will be heavy. 

About 500,000 Liberian coffee shrubs have been planted. The 
price obtained at Hamburg is, however, not sufficient to pay for 
the cost of transport, and the gardens are for the most part being 
allowed to go to weed. A little Liberian coffee is also grown near 
Mikindani. 

Cocoanuts.—There are three cocoanut plantations in which are 
800,000 palms. During the drought of 1898 hundreds of the 
young palms died, but those which survived and those which have 
been subsequently planted are now thriving. Much trouble is 


caused by the ravages of baboons in the nurseries, and by the 


unicorn beetle. Of the latter no less than 140,000 were killed on 
one estate in October, 1899. ‘The cost of keeping up the cocoanut 
plantations is in excess of what had been anticipated. 

Other Produce.—The cultivation of cardamoms has been taken up 
by two or three companies. A sample was sent to Germany at 
the commencement of the year, but the price obtained (56s. per 
ewt.) was disappointing. 10,000 grape vines were planted last 
year at an altitude of 4,500 ft. They are growing well, but a rust 
has been noticed on the leaves. Cinnamon is to be found in many 
of the estates. A sample which was sold in Zanzibar a few 
months ago fetched 70 rs. (4/. 13s. 4d.) per ewt. No soil has yet 
been discovered suitable for the cultivation of cocoa, but there 
exist a few trees in several of the coffee plantations. Tea grows 


_well; up to the present, however, it has only been planted in small 


quantities. Steps are being taken to induce the natives to pay 
more attention to the cultivation of ground-nuts and sesamum. 
The fruit of sesamum is much used in the manufacture of cheap ” 


-salad oil. An American firm also does a good trade in butter 


made from the oil extracted from ground nuts. All the packages 
of sesamum seed and ground-nuts exported from German Fast 
Africa go primarily to Zanzibar, whence they are shipped to Suez 
and Marseilles respectively. (Foreiyn Office, Annual Series, 2,568.) 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

A copy of the “ Gazette of India” for 23rd March, 1901, has been 
received at the Board of Trade, containing a 
edad notification to the effect that the Governor- 
Cassia Li General in Council has been pleased to fix, 
ta Lignea. = from 80th March, 1901, a tariff valuation of 
Rs. 28 per cwt. on cassia lignea imported into British India, 

instead of Rs. 55 per cwt. as heretofore. 


BARBADOS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Barbados Customs 
—_ Tariff Act of 1901 (No. 2 of 1901) which came 
Tariff Act into force on Ist April, 1901. It provides that 
(No. 2 of 1901) the Customs Tariff Act of 1899 (No. 16 of 
. * 1899), and the several Acts amending it, 
shall not be deemed to be repealed by this Act, but shall be 
suspended during the operation thereof, and shall again come into 
operation as, and when, the Convention now under consideration 
between His Majesty the King and the President of the United 
States of America for reciprocal trade relations between the 
United States of America and Barbados shall come into operation ; 
and that when the said Convention shall come into operation this 
Act of 1901 shall be repealed. Subject to the above provisions, 
the Act is to remain in force until 31st March, 1902. 
The following is the schedule of Customs duties imposed under 
the Act :— 
EImport Duties. 


Articles. Unit. Duty. 
| 
& 8. d. 
Arrowroot, and all other starches 100 Ibs 0 2 6 
Asses ... soo one Each 056 0 
Bran and pollard or aes 100 lbs, 
Bread, pilot and and crackers ova 
Bricks Thousand 05 0 
Butter 100 lbs. 0 8 4 
Oleomargarine, margarine, and their ir compounds 0 4 2 
Candles, other than tallow ” 
Cheese at 100 lbs, 08 4 
Coal, and the mixed Preparations thereof, and coke ... Ton 0 2 6 
Cocoa .. eee 100 lbs. 04 2 
Coffee ove ene 06 38 
Cordage (except twines) 0 3 0 
Corn, maize, harley and wheat unground ” 0 0 6 
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New Barbados. Customs Tariff. 
Articles. Unit. Duty. 
& 3s. a. 
Fish, dried, salted or smoked 112 lbs. 0 1 6 
pickled, other than trout or salmon Barrel 
trout or salmon ” 0 4 2 
Flour, wheat or rye asd Barrel of o°4:.2 
196 Ibs. . 
Grain (including beans and pare): not already eae 100 Ibs. 009 
Indian meal, or other kinds abe Barrel of 0-18 
196 lbs, : 
Hay . 100 lbs, 0 0 8 
Horses, under 14 hands high see Each 010 0 
». allothers ... 2 0 0 
Lard, and its compounds or substitutes .. 100 Ibs. 04 2 
Liquors— 
Malt liquor, cider and perry in wood Cask of 018 9 
64 gallons z 
» in bottles, reputed quarts Dozen 0. 
2 Spirit and cordials, except rum and perfumed spirits 
to be used as perfumery only Gallon 010 0 
Gin, for every gallon aces or equal to proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer . 05 0 
Gin, for every higher degree of. proof, in proportion. 
Rum, for every gallon below or — to proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer_... 056 0 
Rum, for every higher degree of proof, ‘in proportion. 
Wine, sparkling ... = “a Gallon 05 0 
allother kinds .. 6 2.0 
Manures and fertilisers, other than the raw manure of 
horses, mules, sheep and cattle.. eae Ton 0 4 2 
Manure, raw, of horses, mules, sheep and cattle a 0 0 6 
Matches, the gross of 12 dozen boxes, each box tc 
contain not exceeding 100 sticks be _ 0 1 6 
Matches, boxes, containing any greater. or. les¢ 
quantity to be charged in —— 
Meat, salted or cured ae “4 oat 100 Ibs. 0 42 
Metals, new— 
Composition nails, bolts, bars, rods, spikes and rivets es 0 4-2 
Copper in sheets, rods, bars, bolts, — nails and 
rivets ... 4°28 
Iron hoops, bars and rods" 100 lbs 
» nails, spikes, rivets and clinches .. ” 010 
Lead, sheet and pipe... ga 0.1.0 
Yellow metal, in shects .. es. it 04 2 
Metals, old— 
Copper, brass, and pewter 19 02 0 
Molasses Gallon 001 
Mules, of the value of 127. 10s, and upwards ‘ae and Each 110 0 
Under the of 127. 10s, fea 1..0.:8 
Oil, kerosene Gallon 00 4 
Oil meal and oil cake as 100 Ibs 0 0 7% 
Opium, extract of opium, cannabis indica, ‘and its 
extracts and preparations, cange, 
charas, and majoon Lb. 015 0 
‘Oxen, bulls and cows tees son a Each 05 0 
Rice ... 100 lbs 01.0 
Sheep and goats Each 
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New Barbados Customs Tarif. 


Articles, Unit. Duty. 
& 8. 
Sugar ... 100 Ibs 010 0 
, Tallow sings 020 
Tea Lb 00 8 
Tobacco — 
cheroots, and cigarettes ” 0 5 
eee ” 0 1 
Other manufactured tobacco... 
if in outer packages 0 of 
less than 80 lbs, net weight each ... i 020 
Leaf 
» ifin ‘outer packages of less than 50 Ibs. ‘weight 
Wood— 
Hemlock, birch, beech, white pine, pitch pine and 
4 spruce, the 1,000 ft. superficial measurement of one 
inch thickness .. 0 5 0 
' Hoops, whether coiled or straight .«.| 1,200 pieces | 0 6 0 
All other kinds except in ae felloes, spokes and 
unsquared posts ..| 100 cubic ft. 0 8 4 
Shingles of all descri tions : 1,000 rs 
Staves, white and red oak, whether loose or made up 
in bundles, or shooks . | 1,200 pieces 060 


Ad valorem Duties. 
All other articles not particularly enumerated, or particularly 
exempted from import duty, to pay 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Exemptions from Import Duty. 

All articles for the use of the Governor of the Island. 

All articles and things whatsoever imported or purchased out of 
bond by the local government for the police or for public institutions. 

All articles specially imported for the use or decoration or 
building or repairing of any place of worship, and not imported for 
sale, on the certificate to that effect of the officiating minister. 

All articles and things of every description imported by any 
naval officer on full pay in His Majesty’s service for his use and 
accommodation, on the certificate to that effect of the officer so 
importing. 

The Governor, purchasing any articles whatsoever, shall be 
entitled to have the duty tenho to him out of the public 


treasury on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee, 
on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. 

Where horses are purchased by the Governor direct from the 
importer within six months after the date of import, the duty shall 
be allowed him on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund, 
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New Barbados Customs Tariff. 


Ail articles and things of every description, imported as general, 


military, or naval stores for the use of His Majesty's Military and 


Naval Forces, and all building materials and supplies, imported or 
taken out of bond or under the authority of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
for Military and Naval services, under certificate from the head of 
the department concerned. Chargers imported by, and bona fide 
the property of field officers, or departmental officers of relative 
rank, or of staff officers, or adjutants of regiments, and necessary 
fér the proper discharge of their military duties, under a certificate 
from the assistant adjutant-general. 

Articles of personal and horse equipment necessary for the 
performance of military duty, under a certificate from the head of 
the department concerned. Horses imported for the use of the 
Army or purchased for the use of the Army within six months of 
their being imported, under a certificate from the head of the 
department concerned. 

All bona fide official supplies sent for the use of any Consular or 
other officer by his Government, if the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on proof that such Government accords to British 
Consular or other such officers within its territory similar treat- 
ment, thinks fit, as a matter of courtesy, to exempt such supplies 
from Customs duties, provided always that such officer. before 
receiving such supplies, free of duty, shall make a declaration 
before the Comptroller that such supplies are sent by his Govern- 
ment for his official use; and provided also that any such 
exemption shall not exempt such officers from Customs duties 
generally. 

Asphalt. 

Belting for machinery. 

Blubber and heads and offals of fish. 

Bones, horns, and dried blood. 

Books bound and unbound, almanacks, cards (other than playing 
cards), papers and printed matter intended for advertisements, 
pamphlets, newspapers and printed matter in all languages, forms 
and papers (whether printed or manuscript), maps, charts, school 
globes, engravings, music, pictures, statues and other works of art; 
provided always that the importation of books shall be subject to 
the provisions of copyright laws. 

Bottles of glass or stoneware. 

Calves, 

Cassaripe. 

Cocoanuts. 

Coin and bullion. 

Cotton wool. 

Eggs. 

Foals. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 
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New Barbados Customs Tariff. 


Fresh fruit and vegetables. 
Fuel—wood and charcoal. 
Gravel, sand, soil, earth and peat. 
Green ginger. 

Gunpowder, gun cotton, dynamite, nitro-glycerine and other 
explosive matter whatsoever. 

Hoesticks. 

Horses brought into the island by equestrian companies, 
provided the same are taken away by them on leaving ; and race- 
horses, on every occasion after the first importation thereof, 
provided no drawback had been claimed thereon on exportation. 


Hulls, boats, masts, spars, apparel, tackle and furniture of. 


vessels condemned by survey, and on which tonnage duty shall 
have been paid. 

Ice. 

Kids and sucking lambs. 

Leeches. 

Lemon and lime juice. 

Lime, building and temper. 

Limestone. 

Live and dead stock, not enumerated in the table of import 
duties. 

Logwood. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing bricks, tiles, cements, pipes and other articles of the like 
nature, and for renewing the same as it shall from time to time 
become worn and useless. 

Machinery imported for the purpose of reaping or manufacturing 
sugar or rum. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for use in the construction 
and establishment of ice factories and for the manufacture of ice. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of boring for 
oil or petroleum, or for mining asphalt (commonly called manjak) 
or other minerals. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of refining 
oil or petroleum, or manufacturing any article of commerce from 
oil obtained in this Colony, or for manufacturing fuel from 
manjak. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing matches. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing tobacco or cocoa. 

Metals—old iron and old lead. 

Packages in which goods are imported except new trunks, vats, 
hogsheads and puncheons. 

Paper for printing ; and writing and wrapping paper. 
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Passengers’ baggage containing apparel and articles of personal 
use, and professional apparatus. } 

Patterns and samples of no intrinsic value. 

Personal effects of individuals belonging to this ines ait 
abroad. 

Printing presses, printing ink and type. 

Puzzolana. 


Rawhides and skins. 

Sawdust. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history, seeds, bulbs and roots, | 
and cuttings of plants or shrubs of all kinds. , 

Straw, 

Tablets and tombstones and all] the ‘cohiesiete ther eto 
imported specially for immediate erection and not for sale, on 
certificate of the person for whom imported. 

Tar, pitch and resin. 

Tartle and tortoise-shell. 


BERMUDA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Revenue Act of 

1900 (No. 40 of 1900), which provides for the 

= Saher. Act mode Cf ascertaining a duty to be paid on 

. malt liquor in casks, when cleared from any 

bonded warehouse for home consumption. 

It also provides for the re-importation, free of duty, of certain 

goods which have been exported from the Bermuda Islands, and 
which are re-imported within 12 months after exportation. 


A copy of a further Act (No. 48 of 1900) has also been received at. 
iii the Board of Trade, which empowers the 
~Governor to prohibit, by Proclamation: the 
A niece exportation from the Bermuda Islands of arms, 
nite ammunition, military and naval stores, and any 
Som other article which the Governor-in-Council 
shall judge capable of being converted into, or made useful in 
increasing the quantity of arms, ammunition, or military or naval 
stores. 
Copies of the Acts referred to may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ¥ 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


A copy of an Ordinance (No. 24 of 1900) has been received at the 
Board. of Trade, empowering the Governor, by 


Proclamation, to.‘ prohibit the exportation of 
an or arms, ammunition, military and naval. stores 
and also of.any article which he shall judge 


capable of being converted into, or made useful 
_in increasing the quantity of arms, ammunition, or military or 
naval stores. 


A copy of an Ordinance (No. 26 of 1900) has also been received, 

Sew. Dashema which received the assent of the Governor on 

7 Tariff 6th October, 1900, and which consolidates and 
amends the Ordinances relating to Customs 
(No. 26 of 1900). 

_ The Tariff, as published in the “Board of Trade Journals” for 
October, 1899, and 23rd August, 1900, remains unchanged, except 
that :— 

(1) The following articles have been added to the free list, 
instead of being liable to an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. :— 

Bags intended to be used in the exportation of West African 
produce. 
~ Coopers’ stores, including casks, barrels, cask heads, shooks, 
hoops, hoop-iron, rivets, rushes, tenter hooks, and all materials in 
connection therewith. 

Live stock. 

Mathematical, scientific and surgical instruments. 

Memorial tablets and tombstones, together with their necessary 
accessories. 

Newspapers. 

Outer packings in'which goods are packed and imported, such 
a8 packing cases, crates or other covers, and such immediate or 
inner packings as may, in the opinion of the Collector of Customs, 
be of no commercial value. 

- [Notre.—The previous tariff provided for the free importation 
of “ packages in which goods are ordinarily imported.” | 

Twine for sewing up bags intended’ to be used in the 
exportation of West African produce. 

(2). Pistols, other than revolvers, and cartridges (ball) for same, 
‘are specified as being liable to the sanie rates of duty as revolvers 
“and cartridgés‘(ball) for same, 

Revolvers and other pistols... each 

Cartridges*(ball) ‘for revolvers'or for otlier 


t+ 
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Tarif Changes and Customs Regulations. 


PROTECTORATE OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “Spirituous 
nee Liquors Importation Proclamation, 1901 ” (No. 
of 1901), which came into foree ‘on 1st 
portation and = 1901. It amends and consolidates the Proclama- 

Sale of Spirituous 
Liquors in the tions Nos. 12 and 24 of 1900, relating to the 
Inland Regions importation and sale of spirituous liquors in the 
which appeared in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 

Protectorate. for 29th November, 1900. 

The most important amendments in the new Proclamation are 
that it revises the definition of the term “inland regions,” and 
defines the term “ spirituous liquors ” (when not imported into the 
inland regions for transit to Northern Nigeria for the purpose of 
sale under license) as follows :— 

(1) “Inland regions” is to be taken to mean all places in the 
Protectorate north of the junction of the River Niger and the River 


‘Amambara which were formerly under the jurisdiction of the 


Royal Niger Company, Chartered and Limited. 

(2) “Spirituous liquors” shall include rum, brandy, gin, 
whisky, absinthe, liqueurs and all other distilled liquors. 

A copy of the Proclamation may be seen by those interested, on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 50 Parliament Street, any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CYPRUS. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Colonial 

Quarentine Rege- Office, to the effect that the High Commissioner 

oF a for Cyprus has issued an Order, dated the 

16th March last, providing that all direct 

Gulf. arrivals in Cyprus from any port in the Persian 

Gulf be subjected to five days’ quarantine to 

be undergone at Larnaca, and prohibiting the importation of very 

susceptible goods, such as rags, worn clothing, and empty used 
sacks. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 

. Foreign Office, to the effect that, in accordance 
Tnoreased tien with a Decree signed by the German Emperor 
— a Sanaa on the 17th ult., and promulgated on the same 


Cocoa from Haiti. date, the Customs duties on certain articles 


imported into Germany from Haiti, have been 
increased as follows :— 


| 
| 
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Increased Duty. 


Article. Former Duty. a 
nglis 
Rate of Duty. Equivalent. 
Mks. Pf. Mks. Pf. 
Logwood in blocks, ground, Free. Ad val. 20°, | Ad val. 20°, 
grated, or made small by 
other methods, and fer- 
mented logwood. 
Coffee, raw 


..| 100 kilogs. 40 00 | 100kilogs. 80 00 |Cwt. 2 0 8 
35 00 » 000| , 115 7 


” 


Cocoa, raw, in beans ... 


The above rates will not be applied to, logwood, coffee, or cocoa 
which have either passed the frontier or are within German 


“ Zollausschlusse ” (free ports, &c.) on the day of the promulgation 
of the Decree (17th April). The Decree was to come into force 
on the date of its promulgation. 

H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, in a memorandum on this 
subject, states that the German Government have taken these 
measures against Haiti on account of the Haitian Government having, 
under a Commercial Convention with France, accorded to that 
country considerable reductions of duty on certain goods imported 


therefrom without applying equally favourable treatment to similar 


products from Germany. (See “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
4th October last, p. 27, and 17th January last, p. 146.) 


SPAIN. 
The Spanish “‘Gaceta de Madrid” for the 22nd ult. contains a 
‘ . Royal Decree, dated the 12th April, 1901, which 
Pst ell provides that jars for electric piles, when im- 
Electric Piles. ported separately, are to pay duty under the 
heading in the Spanish Customs Tariff corre- 
sponding to the manufactured material of which they are constituted. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions relative to the application 
of the United States Customs Tariff which have 
Customs Decisions. recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 


ment at Washington for the guidance of United 
States Customs officers and others :— 


Liquorice jpastilles (Florents reglisse).— Pastilles of various 
flavours known as “ florents reglisse,” made of liquorice extract, gum, 
and sugar, are not dutiable under the provisions of paragraph 29 
of the Tariff, as liquorice extracts in paste, rolls, or other forms, nor 
as medicinal preparations under paragraph 68, but are dutiable as 
confectionery under paragraph 212. ‘They will therefore pay duty 
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at the rate of 4 cts. per Ib. and 15 per cent. ad valorem if valued at 
15 cts. per lb. or less, and at the rate of 50 per cent, ad valorem if 
valued at more than 15 cts. per lb. 

The articles being manufactures in.part of extract of liquorice 
are not dutiable as extract of liquorice. 


Olive solide—Merchandise described as “‘ olive solide” is dutiable 
under the provision for “extracts or decoctions of logwood or other 
dyewoods” in paragraph 22 of the Tariff at the rate of seyen- 
eighths of 1 ct. per lb. 

Bastard Brazil nuts.—So-called bastard Brazil nuts, a variety of 
nuts gathered on the Brazilian border, somewhat resembling the 
well-known edible Brazil nuts of commerce, but unknown as such 
to trade, and not edible, are not entitled to free: entry under 
paragraph 622 of the Tariff, but are dutiable under paragraph 272 
as nuts not specially provided for, at the rate of 1 ct. per lb. 


Embroidered wool wearing apparel.— Articles of wearing apparel, 
composed wholly or in part of wool, and embroidered, are more 
specifically provided for as “articles of wearing apparel of every 
description” in paragraph 370 of the Tariff, than as “ articles 
embroidered by hand or machinery” in paragraph 371. The 
articles in question will, therefore, be dutiable at the rate of 
44 cts. per lb, and 60 per cent. ad valorem. 


Ornamental feathers.—Crude ornamental feathers are dutiable 
at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem under the provision for 
“ ornamental feathers” in paragraph 425 of the Tariff, and not at 
15 per cent. ad valorem under the said paragraph as “ feathers and 
downs of all kinds . . crude.” 

Wearing apparel trimmed with lace, embroidered, &c.—Women’s 
corsets, corset covers, skirts, drawers, and other articles trimmed 
with lace or embroidered edging, inserting, beading, or other 
trimming composed of cotton or other vegetable fibre or silk, and 
boleros, robes, galloons, scarfs, and other articles composed wholly 
or in part of lace or of embroidery, or which are embroidered in 
some manner, are dutiable at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem 
under the provisions of paragraphs. 339 and 390 of the Tariff as 
wearing apparel and other articles made wholly or in part of lace, 
or in imitation of lace, and as wearing apparel, handkerchiefs, and . 
other articles or fabrics embroidered in any manner by hand or 
machinery, galloons, nets or nettings, &c., irrespective of the cost 
or value of such trimming or embroidery. 

Manufactures of gutta-percha (Chatterton’s compound).—The 
article known in commerce as “ Chatterton’s compound,” which is 
made from tar, resin, and gutta-percha, is found to be composed 
in chief value of gutta-percha, and ‘is, therefore, held to be dutiable — 
under the provision for manufactures of that substance in para- 
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graph 450 of the Tariff at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, and 
not as a chemical compound under paragraph 3. 

Squirrel hair.—Squirrel hair, tied up in bunches, is free of duty 

under paragraph 571 of the Tariff, which provides for “hair of 
horse, cattle, and other animals,” unmanufactured. It is not 
dutiable under paragraph 366 as a manufacture of wool. 

Bone-size substitute.—‘‘ Bone-size substitute,” a preparation 
consisting of chemical starch, dextrine, magnesium, chloride and 
silica, used for stiffening the backs of corduroys and plushes, is not 
dutiable as a preparation fit for use as starch, but is dutiable at the 
rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 3 of the Tariff. 


Watch movements.—Where watches are imported, consisting of 
watch cases containing complete “watch movements,” the movements 
and the cases are separately dutiable under paragraph 191 of the 
Tariff. The ‘watch movements” are dutiable according to the 
number of jewels as there provided, and, in addition thereto, are 
subject to an ad valorem duty of 25 per cent. The “watch cases” 
are also dutiable under paragraph 191 at 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Grass seeds.—The seed of “ zizania aquatica” is not dutiable as 
“uncleaned rice” under paragraph 252 of the Tariff, nor is it 
dutiable under the provision in paragraph 254 for “seeds of all 
kinds not specially provided for,” but is free of duty under para- 
graph 656 asa “ grass seed” not specially provided for. 

Charcoal crayons or fusains.—Chareoal crayons or fusains, being 
articles or wares composed wholly of carbon, are dutiable under 
the provisions of paragraph 97 of the Tariff, at the rate of 35 per 
cent, ad valorem, and are not dutiable under section 6 as unenume- 
rated manufactured articies. 

Fireworks.— So-called “ brilliant star matches,” “ gold matches,” 
‘brilliant green matches,” “‘ bengalische matches,” and ‘ meteor 
matches ” are not dutiable as matches under paragraph 423 of the 
Tariff, but are fireworks dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under Section 6 of the Tariff Act, as unenumerated 
manufactured articles. Such articles are made and used only as 
pyrotechnical playthings and have no practical use whatever. 


Ports established as immediate transportation ports.—The privileges 
of the Act of the 10th June, 1880, governing the immediate 
transportation of dutiable merchandise, have been extended to the 
following ports:-~ Fall River, Massachusetts; Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; New Bedford, Massachusetts; and Everett, Washing ton. 

Ports established as sub-ports of entry.—The following ports 
have been constituted sub-ports of entry :—Anacortes and 
Friday Harbour in the Customs District of Puget Sound, Washing- 
ton; Douglas in the Customs District of Arizona; and Lowell- 
town in the Customs District of Bangor, Maine. 
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Artificial teeth—With reference to the notices which appeared 
at p. 122 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th April, 
1900, and at p. 223 of the “Journal” for the 3rd May, 1900, 
relative to the duty chargeable on imported artificial teeth, it has 
now been decided definitely in the United States Circuit Court 
that the goods in question are to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 97 of the Tariff as wares composed 
wholly or in chief value of carthy or mineral substances, not 
decorated in any way, and not as manufactures of spar, at the rate 
of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 115 of the Tariff. 

Ground tale.—It has been decided by the United States Courts 
that ground tale is dutiable under Section 6 of the United States 
Tariff Act as an unenumerated manufactured article at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem, and not at the rate of 35 per cent. ad 
valorem under paragraph 97 of the Tariff. 

Products of crude petroleum.—All invoices relating to products of 
crude petroleum must be accompanied by a United States Consular 
certificate showing the place where the petroleum contained therein 
was produced. In the absence of the requisite evidence, liquidation 
of the entry will be suspended and the duties estimated at a rate 
equal to that levied by the country imposing the highest rate of 
duty on such petroleum. (See also “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 
the 14th March last, p. 640). 

Cording and sealing of packages passing between ports in the United 
States vid Canada.—In order to amend the existing requirement 
under which railroad cars must be specially appropriated for the 
transportation of goods passing between United States ports by 


-way of Canadian territory, and forwarded under Customs seals 


which cannot be removed until after the cars have passed through 
foreign territory and again arrived in the United States, Article 10 
of the Washington Treaty between the United States and Canada 
has now been modified to read as follows :— 


MERCHANDISE IN TRANSIT 1HRIUGH CANADA. 

“ Article 10. Merchandise of domestic origin, duty paid or free of duty, may 
“ be transported from one port to another of the United States, over the territory 
“of the Dominion of Canada, with the consent of the proper authorities, by routes 
* duly designated and bonded for such purpose. 

“ Cars must be specially appropriated for such transportation, placed under 
«* Castom: seal, to be attached by an officer of the Customs at the port of departure 
“in the United States, and remain thus sealed until they shall have passed through 
“ such foreign territory and again arrive in the United States. 

“In instances where a sufficient quantity of goods is not available to fill an 
“ entire car, the packages may be forwarded, if corded and sealed, the facts to be 
« noted upon the special manifests. 

“ Railroad iron, sugar and molasses in hogsheads, and all other merchandise in 
“ bulk which is incapable of being put in locked cars, may be transported on plat- 
“ form cars, duly cordei and sealed. 

“ Canadian Customs seals may be attached to cars containing merchandise 
“ passing between ports in the United States ria Canada, or to packages of such 
« merchan1'se, if the aut orities of the Dominion instruct its officers to take such 
“ action.” 
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United States Collectors of Customs at frontier ports are 
instructed and required to notify all persons interested that this 
modification of the regulations is only to provide for the prompt 
transportation of corded and sealed packages where the number of 
packages arriving at their respective ports is not sufficient, in the 
opinion of the said Collectors, to require cars to be appropriated 
for the exclusive use of such goods. In all other instances the 
regulations made pursuant to the provisions of the Treaty of 
Washington now in force will continue to be observed. Manifests, 
in the form now prescribed, accompanying cars laden with corded 
and sealed packages, will continue to be used, the only change 
being the notation to be made by the Inspector of Customs charged 
with the supervision of the lading of cars that certain specified 
packages, duly corded and sealed, have been placed therein. No 
Customs fastenings are required on cars conveying packages of 
merchandise corded and sealed. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Settee Foreign Office, of a Circular issued by the 
ainiten te United States Treasury Department cn the 
March last, containing rules for the im- 
In P tion of T portation and inspection of tea under the Act, 
ae approved 2nd March, 1897, to prevent the 
importation of impure and unwholesome tea. 

The following standards have been selected by the Board of ‘Tea 
Experts for testing teas imported into the United States during 
the year 1901 :— 

No. 1. Formosa Oolong. 
. Foochow Oolong. 
. North China Congou. 
. South China Congou. 
. India tea (to be used also for Ceylon t2a). 
. Pingsuey green tea, 
. Country green tea. 
. Japan tea, pan fired (to be used also for sun dried). 
basket fired. 
dust or fannings. 
», 11. Capers (to be used also for scented Orange Pekoe). 
» 12. Canton Oolong. 
18. Scentéd Canton. 

The Circular, in full, may be consulted by persons interested, at 
the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., on any day between the hours of 
11 am. and 5 pm. 


CONT? 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PORTO RICO. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 577-8 of the 
Board of Trade Journal” for the 7th March 
last, relative to certain Internal Revenue Taxes 


| po hones imposed by an Act of the Legislature of Porto 
per a Bills of Rico approved on the 3lst January last, the i 


thar Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Lading _ Foreign Office, a copy of the “ Gaceta de Puerto 
Exports. 
Rico” for the 29th March containing a Circular 
(No. 23), issued from the Office of the Treasurer of the Island, 
notifying that, under the provisions of the Act in question, all 
entries of merchandise imported into Porto Rico, and bills of lading 
of merchandise exported therefrom, are to be subject to the Internal 
Revenue Tax at the following rates :— 


1. On each copy of all bills of lading for merchandise 
shipped from ports in Porto Rico to thé United States 


or to foreign countries ... 10 cents. 
2 | 2. On all entries in Porto Rico of merchandise 

imported from the United States ... 90 cents, 
i 3. On all entries in Porto Rico of merchandise 
q imported from foreign countries dollar. 


i The above taxes were to accrue on all entries of merchandise 
imported into Porto Rico, and on all bills of lading of goods 
exported from Porto Rico, respectively, subsequent to January 
31st last, and should have been paid by importers-and exporters by 
means of the affixture and cancellation of internal revenue stamps, 
sufficient in amount, to all entries and bills of lading. Failure on 
the part of importers and exporters to pay the taxes on all entries 
| and bills of lading is punishable by a fine of from 100 dols. to 
1,000 dols., and by imprisonment for from one month to a year. 

| Lists of all entries and bills of lading made ky importers and 
exporters in Porto Rico since February Ist last, and on which these 
taxes have not been paid, have been prepared in the Treasurer’s 
office, and will be presented to each of such importers and ex- 
1 porters by Internal Revenue Agents. Internal Revenue Taxes 
| on entries and bills of lading will in future be collected in full by 


the affixture and cancellation of stamps in the manner prescribed 
by law, and importers and exporters. desiring to avoid prosecution 
) for past default will be allowed to affix and cancel stamps to the full 
a amount of the unpaid tax on the lists of unstamped entries and 
bills of lading presented to them by. Internal Revenue Agents. 


| 
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COLOMBIA. 


‘With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 769 of the 
‘Tenis vies Board of ‘Trade Journal” for the 28th March 
tet of last, relative to the temporary free admission 
Foodstuffs into Colombia of certain foodstuffs, the Board of 
a Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
Office, a translation of the Decree, dated the 5th March, permitting 
the free entry of the articles in question. The Decree provides that 
the following foodstuffs shall be admitted into the Republic free of 
duty during the continuance of the present disturbances and for 
sixty days subsequently :—Sweet potatoes, potatoes, onions, garlic, 
rice, corn, peas, lentils, beans, sugar, wheat flour, lard, butter, and 
all kinds of vegetables, grains, and garden stuffs, always provided 
that the said articles be imported in their natural state and without 
any preparation whatever. 


| 
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NATAL. 


The following particulars regarding the position of the Natal 
Government railways in 1900 are taken from 

Railways in 1900. a return published in the ‘“ Natal Government 
Gazette” of 26th March last :-— 


—j— 1899, | 1900. 
» working expenditure... ... &| 623942 | 891,089 
Passengerscarried ... 1,428,817 | 1,918,672 

i 


The revenue has increased in comparison with the previous year 
by 32°14 per cent. The working expenditure has increased in 
comparison with the previous year by 41°68 per cent., and includes 
88,474I. transferred from Capital to Revenue Account in respect 
of relaying main line, 1900, and additions and improvements to 
cope with increased traffic, and 126,073/. representing the enhanccd 
price of imported over Colonial coal during the war. The balance 
available towards payment of interest, after deducting gross work- 
ing expenditure, is 351,192/., as compared with 311,157/. for 
previous year. The percentage of working expenses to revenue 
was 71°73 in 1900, as compared to 66°90 in 1899. 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 346-7 of the “ Board of Trade 
i iia Journal” for 7th February last, respecting the 

nates: contract between the German Colonial Office 
and the Woermann Line, for a steamship service 

Coast 0 a. to the West Coast of Africa, a further memoran- 
dum has been received from H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin, 
summarising the chief points of an article which appeared in the 
* Kolonialblatt ” of 15th March last, as follows :— 

The Cameroons Line.—The departures will be, as heretofore, on 
the 10th of every month, but the voyages will no longer be as far 
as Loango; they will end at the Cameroons. Longi, Plantation 
and Kribi will be called at for passengers, as also Axim, Secondee, 
and Cape Coast; Castle. A new departure will be the-calling of 
these steamers at Southampton on the outward voyage ; Plymouth, 
as before, will be touched at on the homeward voyage. 

Gold Coast Line—The departures will be on the Ist of the 
month instead of on the 20th as hitherto, otherwise, the time-table 
remains the same. 

South Line—The departures will be on the 15th of the month 
instead of on the last day as previously. Lagos and the Cameroons 
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will not be called at as b2fore, bat Benguela will become a regular 
port of call every two months. The ports of Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, and Grand Bassam will also be called at. This line is to 
visit, as before, the Liberian Coast, and will connect with the 
‘Cameroons Branch Line.” 

Swakopmund Line.—The departures will be on the 22nd of each 
month. Every two months a connection of the Cameroons and 
the more northern ports, on the one hand, and of Plymouth and 
Hamburg, on the other hand, will be effected for passengers 
and posts. 

The Cameroons Branch Line—This is a new line on which 
steamers will leave on the 22nd of the month via Rotterdam, in 
order to establish a communication between Hamburg and the 
Cameroons every two months. The ports of call will be those of 
the Cameroons territory, and the French Congo as far as Loango. 
Passengers and mails will, however, also be carried for Monrovia, 
Cape Palmas, Accre and Lome, and, besides, cargo for Lagos, 
Bonny and Old Calabar ; of course, passengers and mails will also 
be carried to these places. On the return voyage these steamers 
will again call at Old Calabar and Bonny, as also Togo, Togoland, 
the Gold Coast and Liberia; so that in connection with the South 
Line, a communication between Hamburg and Liberia may be 
established twice monthly. 


With reference to the above, the Board of Trade have received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a later 


memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché at 
porns Berlin, which states that the new subsidised 


mail steamer service, right round the African 
Continent from east and west alternately, began its regular 
services by the East African line in the second week of April, 
and their ships will, henceforth, sail regularly every four weeks. 
The steamer that has now sailed goes on the western route to Cape 
Town, Port Elizabeth and East London, and thence to Hamburg. 
This new line of steamers has already been fully reported upon : 

sze “ Report on Extension of German subsidised Mail Steamers to 
South Africa” (536 Miscellaneous Series of 1900), and “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for 6th September last, pp. 583-4. 


The Board of Trado have received through the Foreign Office, ¢ copy 
Freight Rates on of a memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché 
ring State Berlin, which states that according to the 
Tettieainte Sr “ Kélnische Zeitung” of the 17th ult., the 
re pe Prussian Ministry of Public Works has decided 
Rapes ugar. lower the freights for “sugar for export” 
from Special Tariff rates 1 to 3; that is,a reduction from 4.5 pfennige 
per ton-kilometre (plus dispatch fee of 1 mark 20 pfennige) 
to 2.2 pfennige per ton-kilometre (plus same dispatch fee). This 
is a concession that was refused in 1899. 


B 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Galveston 
Shippi states that probably more work has been done 

the improvements for the Southern Pacific 

ae <r - Railway Company during 1900 than on any other 

vee project at that port. The Company is building 

nine piersinall. Of these, pier B, said to be the largest in the world, 

is nearing completion, and it is expected will be in use by May. 

It is 140 ft. in length from the head of the slip to the channel, and 

650 ft. in width, having room for seven large steamers at one time 

lying in single file, in addition to nine acres of shed room. There 

will also be plenty of room in the slips to pack the ships in two 

abreast at each of the piers, leaving room enough down the middle 
of the slips for tugs and barges to pass. 

The arrangements are such that 320 cars can be packed at the 
end of the pier to receive freight from ships, and at the centre will 
be a “ battery ” holding 275 cars, to be drawn upon as the unloading 
progresses. Conveyors, worked by electricity, will be used to carry 
cargo from ship to cars and vice versé. There will be 28 conveyors 


on pier B, and it is thought that 3,500 tons can be discharged in 
about 11 hours. 


Supposing that vessels from New York make Galveston in the 
same time as they do New Orleans, which is practically certain, 
freight landed at Galveston for trans-continental points being 362 
miles nearer the Pacific coast than New Orleans, it is easy to see 
that time and cost of transporting such freight can be greatly 

' reduced by shipping via Galveston. 

The storm of 8th September did a great deal of damage to the 
jetties securing the channel into Galveston Harbour, and it is 
estimated it will require some 1,500,000 dols. (300,0001.) to repair 
them efficiently. 

The River and Harbour Bill having for the present failed to pass 
Congress, there may be some delay in securing a grant, but as the 
work is imperative, it will no doubt eventually be appropriated. 

The channel itself did not suffer a great deal, as there is still a 
straight one of 25 ft. at mean low tide, and of 26 ft. by following 
a curved course. The storm, however, did cause several large banks 
to form, some of which were removed by dredging, and others by 
the natural action of the tide. 

It would no doubt be to the benefit of the port to have a channel 
of 30 ft. in depth, but for the present the depth appears sufficient 
for any cotton-laden vessel up to, say, 5,000 tons net. For instance, 
the British s.s. “‘ Irada,” of 5,333 tons net, with a cargo of 26,000 
bales of cotton and 4,000 bushels of wheat went out on a draught 
of under 25 ft. 

The question of deepening the inner harbour is of the utmost im- 
portance to Galveston, as the channel in front of the wharves is both 
too shallow and too narrow. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,571.) 


‘ 
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In a report recently issued by the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Baltimore states that the Baltimore and Ohio 
railway has recently entered into negotiations 
for the erection of an enormous electric 
storage battery to be used for the propulsion of trains through 
the Company’s tunnel in Baltimore. The building in which 
it is intended to place the battery will be 145 ft. long and 
about 45 ft. wide. The tanks used will be of hardwood, 
lined with lead, and will number 320. LEach will contain 19 
negative and 20 positive plates, and when the complete battery is 
in operation, it will, for a short time, it is stated, have a capacity 
of 1,200 horse-power. Electrical engineers appear to think that 
when the new third rail system is put into operation, and the 
battery is installed, the Company will have one of the most 
modern systems of heavy electric traction in the world. 

The new system is the invention of John McLeod Murphy, of 
New York, and it is called sectional, to distinguish it from the old 
continuous third-rail system. This means that the electric current 
is confined to the section or sections of the conductor rail that is 


in immediate use. Under this system this is the section directly 
beneath the electric motor, The sections ahead and behind the 
motor are said to be dead, and incapable of giving any shock. As 
described by the inventor, the features of the system are as follows:— 

The rails are charged in the following manner: The motor-men, 
opening the controller to the first notch, automatically communi- 
cates with the air tank carried on the locomotive as a storage 
reservoir for compressed air, which operates the brakes. This 
compressed air tank immediately gives the power to the air 
engines, which in turn operate an electric generator, which 
generates current sufficient to pick up a switch, which charges 
the third rail with current from the power house. That instant 
this current passes from the switch to the third rail, to the shoe 
to the electric generator which lifted the switch ; that immediately 
and automatically becomes a motor, which, through the substitu- 
tion of two valves in the air engine, also becomes a compressor, and 
charges the air tanks from which it originally got its motive power. 

Thus at no time during the operation of a car over this system 
is it possible to have a charged conductor or third rail except 
when the motor-man has opened the controller. Hence, should a 
person even fall beneath a car, and the motor-man quickly close 
the controller, there would not be the slightest danger from injury 
by electricity. 

There is no possibility of the third rail in front or rear of 
the car, while the car is in motion, becoming charged. It lies on 
the ground as harmless, so far as electricity is concerned, as an 
car track on any system. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,570.) 


Electric Traction 
at Baltimore. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Gazette of India” of 23rd March last publishes the text of 
Stems, Act, entitled the ‘“‘ Indian Mines Act, 1901,” 
forthe P tion promulgated by His Excellency the Governor- 
pe ee “am General of India in Council, to provide for the 
a regulation and inspection of mines. It extends 
’ - to the whole of British India, including British 
Baluchistan, the Santhal Parganas, and the Pargana of Spiti, and 
is to take effect from the date of promulgation. 

The “ Gazette” containing the Act may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Charleston reports that kaolin, or china clay, 

iitnein te is found in great abundance in Aiken and 

South Carolina. Fairfield counties, and brick, tile, and pottery 

manufacturing is being rapidly developed. 

Large quantities of this article also are sent to northern manu- 
facturing centres, where it is used for many purposes. 

Monazite, a sand-like mineral that was once almost priceless, 
and is still valuable in the manufacture of electric appliances, is 
found in abundance in York and Fairfield counties. 

On the 14th December last, it was reported that a vein of coal had 
been found in Fairfield county. While a well was being dug, a 
vein of anthracite coal was pierced for 15 feet. Specimens sent 
to Winnsboro, were found to fuse well, and some of it has been sent 
to Clemson College for a chemical analysis. This discovery was 
made between Gladden’s Grove and the great Falls of the Catawba. 
It is, unfortunately, isolated from railways, but is on the line of a 
proposed railway from Camden to Chester, which would use the 
Chester and Lenoir line from Chester to Lenoir and proceed thence 
to the coal regions of Western Virginia. ‘The Chester and Lenoir 
line, which is now a narrow gauge railway, is being widened into 
a standard gauge for the purpose. 


It is estimated by the best authorities on the subject that the 

quantity of phosphate rock required last year to 

Epseghate supply the world’s demands was 2,850,000 tons, 
Industry. 4 

. a vast amount-to mine, handle, wash, and place 

on shipboard, and as Europe alone consumed nearly 2,000,000 

tons, it may be of interest to state that the sources of supply 

were as follows :— Florida, 500,000 tons; South Carolina, 100,000 

tons; Tennessee, 150,000 tons; Africa, 400, 000 tons; France, 359,000 
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tons; Belgium, 300,000 tons; and Russia and Norway about 50,000 
tons. In addition to this about 900,000 tons were consumed in 
America and 50,000 tons in Japan and Australia. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,572). 


The report of the Commissioner of Mines of Colorado for 1900, quoted 
in the New York “ Engineering and Minin 

a in Journal ” of 13th ult., par that the existence at 

‘ tungsten ores in several Colorado counties has 
been known for many years. The ore occurs in the form of 
huebnernite, a tungstate of manganese, wolframite, a tungstate of 
iron and manganese, and scheelite, a tungstate of lime. Until 
within the past few years no known attempt has been made to 
market tungsten ores. During the year 1900 the production was 
as follows :—San Juan County, 5,000 lbs., 71 per cent. tungstic 
acid, and 6,000 lbs., 68 per cent.; Boulder County, 80,000 lbs., 65 
per cent. tungstic acid; a total of 91,000 lbs. 

This ore was marketed in Eastern cities‘and is reported as having 
been sold, at place of delivery, at prices ranging from 8s. 4d. to 
14s, 7d. per unit tungstic acid. 'The consumption of tungsten ores 
in the United States is quite limited, and the price is subject to a 
wide range. In 1898 the prices varied from 8s. 4d. to 25s.; in 
1899-1900, from 6s. 3d. to 14s. 7d. per unit. At present time the 
best quotation obtainable is 4s. 2d. to 8s. 4d. per unit tungstic 
acid, delivered at works, 

The discovery of tungsten in the granite-gneiss-schist-complex of 
Boulder and Gilpin counties, the shipment of some of the ore in 
concentrated form, and reported prices received, resulted in con- 
siderable systematic prospecting. The result of this prospect work 
appears to establish the existence of tungsten in commercial 
quantities in both the northern and southern sections of the State. 
It occurs in small streaks, pockets, or disseminated through fissure 
veins with other minerals, but owing to its specific gravity is 
easily separated and concentrated upon any of the standard 
tables. The future production, therefore, is largely dependent 
upon market conditions. 

Tungsten in the metallic state does not occur in nature, nor is it 
used. Its chief use is in the preparation of ferro-tungsten for the 
manufacture of tungsten steel. It is also used as a mordant in 
dyeing in the form of sodium tungstate. The salt also possesses 
the remarkable property of rendering material saturated with it 
non-inflammable. 


The British Vice-Consul at Norfolk (Va.) reports that the number 
Coal Trade of of vessels entered and cleared in 1900 shows a 
Norfolk (Va.) great increase, mainly in British steamers, the 

* total number of ships cleared in that year 
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having been 1,014, against 681 in 1899. This gain has been due 
to increased shipments of bituminous coal, the introduction of 
which into foreign markets has greatly stimulated its export from 
Norfolk. Several cargoes have been shipped to Brazil and other 
South and Central American States. Purchases have been made 
by the French Government, and lately one cargo of 6,000 tons has 
been cleared for Port Arthur for the Russian Government. 

This demand for Virginia coal has caused the railways to increase 
their facilities for its rapid handling, nearly doubling their capa- 
city. Another result has been a lively demand for coal lands in 
Virginia and West Virginia. There are in these States practically 
inexhaustible fields of the finest steam and coking coals, which are 
as yet hardly touched, and in many cases have not yet been even 
penetrated by the railways. 

These lands sell for from 5 to 25 dols. per acre. They, in many 
cases, carry from three to seven seams of coal, each ranging from 
three to eight feet. The best seams of this coal can be mined 
above water, are self-draining, and have good slate covering, all 

_tending to make very cheap mining. This, coupled with the 
constantly cheapening of railway transport, through the increased 
size of cars and other agencies, seems to indicate that the export 


of coal from the Virginian ports is but in its infancy. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,570.) 


H.M. Consul at Baltimore reports that the strike of about le 
miners in the George's Creek, Cumberlan 
— County, Maryland, coal region, which began 
last year in April and continued until August, 
had naturally a very serious effect on the output of bituminous 
coal in the State, looking to the fact that when the mines are in 
operation the average quantity shipped amounted to about 
14,000 tons a day. It may be said that the men strack for a rise 
in piece rates from 55 cts. to 60 cts. of coal per ton mined, and 
that they were unsuccessful and were compelled to return to work 
at the old rates. 

The coal production in Maryland during 1900 amounted to 
4,000,000 tons; in Virginia, 2,500,000 tons; in West Virginia, 
22,500,000 tons, and in Kentucky, 5,000,000 tons. This is a 
reduction from 1899 in the case of Maryland of 500,000 tons, an 
increase of 500,000 tons in Virginia, in West Virginia of 4,500,000 

. tons, and in Kentucky 2,000,000 tons. 

Maryland exported 50,000 tons, Virginia 200,000 tons, and 
West Virginia 400,000 tons, a total export for these States of 
650,000 tons, or 40,000 tons more than in 1899. 

The prices of coal ruling at the mines in Maryland were 5s.’ 7d., 
in Virginia 4s., in West Virginia 4s. 7}d., and in Kentucky 3s. 7d. 


_per ton. 
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The Consul continues as follows :—‘“ Reference was made in my 
last report (Annual Series, 2,398) to the large dock in course of 
construction by the Baltimore and Ohio railway at Curtis Bay 
near Baltimore for the exportation of coal. This immense struc- 
ture is now finished and has been in operation for some months. 
It is believed to be the largest dock* of the kind in the world, and 
a somewhat extended description of it and its method of operation 
may be of interest. It is 800 feet long, 45 feet high, and 60 feet 
wide. The cars, which are of steel and have a capacity of 50 tons 
each, are, when loaded, run on to an approach of about 1,000 feet 
in length with a rising grade towards the dock of 2 per cent. 
When they arrive at the top of the grade they pass over a scale 
which automatically weighs them. ‘I'here are tracks and scales on 
each side of the dock. After they have been weighed they pass 
on to the unloading pockets, of which there are on the dock 25, 
made of steel and ending in spouts which lead to the vessels’ 
hatchways. The bottoms of the cars are then let down and the 
coal shoots into the ship’s hold. It usually takes about five or six 
minutes to put 250 tons of coal into a ship. The quantity of coal 
that can be handled is said to be 150,000 tons a day, and the 
quantity is only limited by the number of vessels that may be in 
readiness to receive it. After the cars are unloaded they run by 
their own momentum to the switch at the end of the dock, where 
‘they pass on to the return track, again weighed, and sent down 

another incline to the yard. 

“The exports of coal from this dock, which amounted in the past 
year to 428,588 tons, were principally to Mexico, Cuba, and Brazil, 
although a number of cargoes went to Marseilles and several to 
Italy, the Adriatic, and other places in the Mediterranean. The 
largest cargo shipped in 1900 was on the ‘ Ferndene,’ which took 
5,386 tons to Algiers. 

“The quantity of coke exported in 1909 was 45,977 tons, which 
almost entirely went to Mexico and Cuba. 

“ During the past year about 9,000 acres of coal lands in Barbour 
County, West Virginia, changed hands. The price said to have 
been paid averaged 35 dols. an acre, although 80 dols. were paid 
for some, and as little as 22 dols. for other portions of the land. 
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad is extending its lines into this 
region, and the county will become of importance in the coal trade 
as soon as the pits in course of being sunk are running.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,570.) 


* Or pier. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 423 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for 22nd November last, a statement 
Jute Industry. received at the Board of Trade, through the 
India Office, states that there were 33 mills 
in India working jute at the end of 1899-1900, and employing 
a daily average number of 101,630 persons. The mills contained 
293,218 spindles and 14,021 looms. The nominal capital of such 
of the mills as are worked by joint stock companies is stated at 
Rs. 5,19,00,000 ; but the figures are not quite complete, one of 
the mills (privately owned) having rendered no statement of 
capital. 

Except one at Cawnpore, all the mills are in Bengal, most of 
them in the vicinity of Calcutta. 

The progress of the jute spinning and weaving industry during 
the last 20 years is illustrated by the increase in the number 
of mills, looms, spindles, and persons employed. While the 
number of mills has increased by 65 per cent., their working 
capacity has been much more largely augmented, leoms having 
increased by 181 per cent., spindles by 327 per cent., the number 
of persons employed by 195 per cent., and the capital by 129 per 
cent. During the last three years there has been an increase of 
12-7 per cent. in the capital. There was a marked addition to the 
number of the mills and to their working capacity in 1896-7, and 
further large increases have since been made. 

NotE.—The small jute mill maintained by the Government of 
Bengal in the Alipore prison is not included in the above state- 
ment. 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 27th ult., were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... ... 268. 8d. 
Barley ... 208, 8d. 
For further particulars see p. 275. 


A statement is published on p. 276, showing the quantities of 

.»;. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
eagents of Age imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. oo) ended the 27th ult.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following table showing the quantity and value of the imports 

of sugar into British India by sea from other 

Imports of Sugar. countries, is taken from the “Gazette of India” 
for 23rd March last :— 


1900-1901. 


1898-99, 1899-1900, (Ten months.) 


REFINED. Cwt. Rs. Cwt. Rs. 
United Kingdom 35,565)  7,42,288 97,090; 15,82,124 
Austria-Hungary] 1,063,737) 1,08,48,842 929,104) 1,10,15,378 
Germany 413,971) 43,388,134 288,229) 33,57,206 
Mauritius 1,793,607) 1,85,56,564 1,53,04,869| 1,748,141) 1,93,41,498 
Egypt ... he 1,261 12,968 743 34,691 4,03,423 
Ceylon ... ee 2,117 23,626 1,91,203 8,281 97,809 
China —Hong 

Kong 185,682} 20,98,496) 316,975) 36,55,145) 454,384) 53,61,030 
162,500) 17,02,398) 190,553) 18,54,091; 200,247) 20,13,143 

traits 
Settlements... 75,656)  8,87,364 79,999} 896,142) 138,992) 14,84,994 
Other countries. . 30,814;  38,21,640 3,789 54,458 31,627| 3,37,352 


Totals .. | 3,764,910] 3,95,32,320| 2,935,992] 3,23,34,904| 3,980,786) 4,49,98,957 


UNREFINED. : 
Mauritius* 310,504) 6,24,539 7,18,466| 357,666, 7,31,444 
Ceylon... ... 510) 2,154 8 1,253} 304 
Straits 

Settlements ... 1,551 10,883 5,104 3,695 24,560 
Other countries. . 24 93 290 101 609 


Totals ...| 312,589} 6,87,669| 424,870} 14,831,395} 361,581} —_7,56,917 


* The imports from Mauritius classed under unrefined sugar are molasses. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The “ Pioneer Mail” of 29th March last states that the Minister of 

Agriculture of Victoria has decided to apply to 

— the Government of India for a small quantity 

of seed of the tea plant, for distribution 

among farmers and others who are disposed to experiment 

with its cultivation in the Colony. That the tea plant flourishes 

there has been ascertained, but whether it can be grown profitably 

in competition with producers who have the advantage of cheap 
coolie labour is another question. 


FRANCE-—NEW CALEDONIA. 


According to the “‘ Dépéche Coloniale ” of 23rd ult., the exports of 
Exports of Coffee coffee and caoutchouc from New Caledoniain 1900 
amounted to 275,929 kilogs. (kilogramme— 
2-2 Ibs.) and 24,085 kilogs. respectively. As 
regards coffee, the quantity exported in the first two months of 1900 
only reached 719 kilogs.. This small total was due, it is said, to two 
causes :—(1) The absence of an opportunity.to ship by the 
Messageries Maritimes boat. which did not call at.Noumea during 
those months, and (2) the sanitary measures imposed by the 
Australian authorities. The quantity of coffee exported during 
January, 1901, exceeded the quantity exported in any month last 
year, the figures for January being 92,985 kilogs., as against 67,662 
kilogs. in December last, the highest monthly total in 1900. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Galveston reports that the grain eg from that 
‘ rt, which had shown remarkable increase in 
ee a of 7899, fell off considerably in 1900, owing to the 
shortness of the maize crop in Texas, and also 
the diversion of grain from Galveston to other ports owing to the 
storm. At the present, however, matters are improving. Even 
as it is, the wheat exports for this season compare very favourably 
with those of 1899-1900. 

The grain facilities at Galveston are in nearly as good condition 
now as before the storm, and there is nothing, so far as they are 
concerned, to prevent heavy shipments. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,571.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 25th ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 65,054, and the number imported during the 17 
weeks ended the 25th ult., was 1,397,666. As 
regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 25th ult., 
11,645 bales, and for the 17 weeks, 105,407. 
For further details see p. 274. 


AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 


According to the Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” of 12th 
Seadent Anctréiie March last, the following table shows the total 


value of the imports and exports of the 
4 Commonwealth of Australia together with New 


Zealand for the two years, 1899. and 1900 :— 


Imports, Exports. 


1899, 1900, 1899. 1900. 


£ £ £ £ 

Victoria... ©... ...| 17,952,894 | 18,301,811 | 18,567,780 | 17,422,552 
New South Wales ... _...| 25,594,315. | 27,561,071 | 28,445,4¢6 | 28,164,516 
Queensland... ... ...| 6,764,097 | 7,052,212 | 11,942,858 | 9,072,675 
South Australia... ...| 6,884,357 | 8.034552 | 8,388,396 | 8,029,157 
West Australia ...  ...| 4,473,582 | 5,962,178 | 6,985,642 | 6,852,054 
Tasmania ... ... 1,769,324 | 2,073,657 | 2,577,475 | 2,610,617 


Total Commonwealth...| 63,438,519 | 68,985,481 | 76,907,617 | 72,151,571 
New Zealand oes ..| 8,739,633 | 10,646,107 | 11,938,335 | 13,242,611 


Grand total... _£| 72,178,152 | 79,631,588 | 88,845,952 85,394,182 


The explanation of the decline in exports is stated to be entirely 
due to the fall in the value of wool, which was valued at 
6,464,9967. less in 1900 than in 1899; hence there was an actual 
increase in all other commodities exported from Australasia in 
- 1900 of 3,013,2261., of which about 1,220,0001. was ‘purely mer- 
chandise, and 1 795, 0001. specie and bullion. 
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FRANCE. 


The French “Journal Officiel” of 23rd ult. publishes the text of 
D ti a Decree by the President of the French 


the use of Republic, respecting the use of molasses, 
Molasses, &c., in glucose, &c., in breweries in France. 
ainwekinn. The ‘‘ Journal” containing the Decree may > 


be seen by those interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 


Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
The “Madrid Gazette” of 27th inst. contains a Royal Order 
Regulations for decreeing Regulations affecting the selling or 


" letting to the public of electricity meters. ‘ 
— oo The “‘ Gazette” containing copy of the Decree 
Meters ty and of the Regulations may be seen on appli- 


cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W. 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at Patras reports that, notwithstanding the impaired 
British Trad financial condition of the Morea and_ the 
annually increasing competition of Italy, 
Austria- Hungary, and Germany, it issatisfactory 
to note that there is no falling-off in the quantity and value of 
British imports. In all Manchester goods and in several classes of 
hardware, pottery, crockery, and cutlery, the article of British 
manufacture continues to have a strong hold on that market. 
British woollen fabrics, in cases where durable material is required, 
command a decided preference over all other imported goods, and, 
generally speaking, British goods are preferred ; it is only the very 
great difference in price which brings other foreign imports into 
prominence. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,573.) 


BULGARIA. 


According to the “ Levant Herald” of 11th ult., the census taken 

in Bulgaria on 31st December, 1900 (old style), 

Population. shows a population of 3,733,189, against 

8,310,713 eight years ago. There are at 

present 1,904,270 males and 1,828,919 females in the country, the 
increase in the former being little greater than in the latter. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Charleston 

: states that the lumber and timber trade of 
Timber a Savannah now ranks third in the volume of 

at Savannah. exports, timber being drawn to that port from 
the extensive Georgia pine forests, not only to supply the building 
requirements of a growing town, but also to ship to the northern 
and western States of America and to South America and some 
parts of Europe. It has been found by experience that nothing 
excels the Georgia pine for durability, while it is also in great 
demand for interior finish. 

The exports of sawn and hewn lumber and timber for the year 
ending lst September, 1900, were 204,182,223 feet, the value of 
which was about 3,000,000 dols. (600,000/.), this being principally 
yellow pine lumber. 

There are almost inexhaustible tracts of virgin cypress also that 
can be drawn on, which only await the impetus of development. 
The cypress trees have thus far been comparatively neglected on 
ascount of the greater value of the yellow pine. An industry that 
would convert the cypress trees into timber, posts, shingles, staves 
and cooperage material would find inviting fields at Savannah, 


with ample material to draw upon, labour at nominal wages, and 


conditions generally favourable to such an undertaking. | 

In this connection also it might be mentioned that it seems 
strange the attention of manufacturers of saw-mill machinery has 
not been directed to Savannah where it would appear that those 
establishing an industry of this character would have all the work 
they could possibly do, when it is considered how numerous and 
extensive are the surrounding saw-mill plants now in operation in 
the States of Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and the Carolinas. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,572.) 


H.M. Consul at Galveston, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
British Trade “tates that the trade of that port with the 
intth Gelvesten. British Empire has shown remarkable increase. 
The enhanced value of cotton was largely 
accountable for the increased value of British trade, but there was 
no loss as regards other articles. In fact, of all the countries 
trading with Galveston, the United Kingdom was the only one 
doing increased business on a large scale. 

Quoting from his last report the Consul says, “ Whilst there is 
no doubt a fairly large consumption of British goods and manu- 
factures in Galveston and Texas generally, yet the proportion 
finding its way here direct is, in reality, very small. Under present 
conditions it is hard to see how this direct import trade from the 
United Kingdom can be increased.” 
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Mr. Nugent goes on to say that from time to time he hears of 
efforts being made to increase the imports by British lines going to 
Galveston, but such efforts are not attended, apparently, with any 
marked success. 

In a short period of time it is probable that the Morgan Line will 
be running their vessels between Galveston and New York, and this 
will further militate “against direct imports, and there will be 
competition for business from New York to Galveston, and rates 
thence for goods to Galveston will be even lower than now. More- 
over, it must he borne in mind that New York is the one great 
importing centre of the country where it is possible for firms in 
Galveston to buy goods at even more advantageous prices than by 
importing them direct. 

Only by the use of great capital ‘in the form of an importing 
syndicate does it seem that direct imports could be fostered in 
competition with New York as matters are now, and there is no 
immediate prospect of such a step being taken. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,571.) 


H.M. Consul at Baltimore, in a recent report, states that a very 
ot iain notable increase in shipbuilding took place in 
Shipbuilding at Baltimore in the past year. Besides the 


Baltimore. torpedo-boat destroyers, “'Truxton,” “ Whipple,” 
and “ Worden,” which are in course of construction at the Maryland 
Steel Company’s works, and are to be all 250 ft. 6 ins. long, 
22 ft. 6 ins. beam, 14 ft. 8 ins. deep, and are expected to make a 
speed of 30 knots an hour, there are being built two steamers for 
the Atlantic Transport Company 600 ft. long, 65 ft. wide, and 
44 ft. depth of hold, with a registered tonnage of 13,750 tons each. 
They will cost 300,000/. each, and are intended to assist in the 
service between New York and London. Two large dredging 
steamers 300 ft. long, and with a carrying capacity of 3,000 tons 
each, have also been built by this company. It has also in course 
of construction a large steel floating dock 525 ft. long and 125 ft. 
wide, which is to be capable of lifting an 18,000-ton battleship. 
It will weigh over 5,000 tons, and its cost will be nearly 1,000,000 
dols. These works employ about 3,500 men, and manufacture 
steel rails to a great extent in addition to building ships. 

The number of vessels constructed in Baltimore in 1900 was 
exactly the same as in the previous year, namely, 44, but the 
tonnage only amounted to 15,329 tons, or 3,035 tons less than in 
1899. The value of the vessels was, however, 329,114/., an 
increase of 2,434/. over the former year. In the past 19 years 
451i vessels of the aggregate tonnage of 117,635 tons, and valued 
at 2,510,7061. were constructed in Baltimore. 

There has been launched at the W. R. Trigg shipyards at 
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Richmond the torpedo boat, “Stockton,” which is the first 
torpedo boat completed of a number in course of construction for 
the United States Government at these yards. 

It is stated that it costs 20 per cent. more to build a cargo 
steamer in America than in England, and the case of the “ Pleiades,” 
built at the Maryland Steel Company’s works, is compared with 
the steamer ‘‘ Masconomo” built at Sunderland. The “ Pleiades ” 
is of 3,750 tons with a speed of 9? knots and cost 55,000/., 
whereas the ‘‘ Masconomo” has a tonnage of 4,200 and a speed of 
10 knots and cost 43,4001. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,570.) 


The British ae ae News states that the report of 

—— . the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock 
Company for the past year a great in- 

 erease over previous years in both work com- 
pleted and in progress. The vessels finished in 1900 were the 
United States battleships ‘‘ Kearsarge ” and “ Kentucky,” and the 
two steamers “‘Comus” and “ Proteus,” each 5,000 tons gross. 
The ships in course of construction are the “ Illinois,” “ Missouri,” 
and “ Arkansas,” cruisers for the United States Government, the 
steamers “ Korea” and “ Siberia,” each of 11,300 tons gross, and 
of a speed of 18 knots for the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 
and four steamers each 5,000 tons gross, and of a speed of 16 knots, 
for the Sonthern Pacific Company. 

The great new dry dock for the Newport News Shipbuilding 
and Dry Dock Company is nearly completed. Its dimensions 
are: Extreme length inside caisson, 806 feet ; breadth on bottom, 
80 feet; breadth on top, 162 feet; depth of water over the sill at 
mean high water, 30 feet ; mean average of the tide, 2 feet 6 inches. 
The completion of this dock will give the company two of the 
finest and largest dry docks in America, furnishing unequalled 
facilities for docking and repairing vessels. An average of 6,500 
men~has been employed daily by this - industry during the 
past year. This number will be largely increased during the 
present year. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,570.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 25th April, 1901. 


ie Week ended | 17 Weeks ended 
tf ———— 25th April, 25th April, 

1901, | 1901. 

| 

IMPORTS. 

i (Bales.) 

| 

| | No. No, 

American | 59,594 1,188,742 
| 

Egyptian... | 5,270 140,704 
Miscellaneous . | 22,191 
Total ose eee | 65,054 1,397,666 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
q No. No. 
q 


| 

| | 
| 
| 


May 2, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British. 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
27th April, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Quantities Sold. 


46,572 
6,985 
8,300 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Qrs. Bus. 8. 
| 38,241 5 1 | ws 


.| 51,347 0 18 11 
1899 74,060 2 | 17 
6 


1900 70,006 17 11 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other meastre than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


c 
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— — Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. & 
Wheat ‘ sos 0 26 «68 
Oats ... iss 8 18 8 
4 
| | 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. | 
| 
sponding 
Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. | Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
27th April, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
27th April, ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, 
} Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... she Number. 9,496 10,110 
Sheep and lambs... 7,889 5, 
| Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts. 109,848 79,859 
Pork ose ooo wes ove 13,833 11,131 
Salted or preserved meat :— f 
eee coe Cwts. 108,275 139,202 
Pork eee ” 4,191 
4 Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . = 19,388 12,065 
Meat, otherwise thanbysalting 21,587 14,037 . 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... oop = 270 
» preserved, other kinds* ... 23 
condensed 17,854 17,619 
Hundr 320,528 243,084 
Poultry ime Value £ 8,167 11,647 
da ottinned) ...... Cwts. 4,4€9 1,318 
Lard . 56,869 48,443 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : — 
Cwts. 1,725,700 1,745,900 
Wheat-meal and flour 707,400 479,100 
Maize or Indian corn .. 886,800 1,297,200 
Fruit, raw :— 
Cwts, 21,018 9,492 
Bananas ... Bunches. 43,645 32,370 
” 325 340 
Lemons ... bee 37,720 16,560 
Unenumerated .0 «. 1,406 2,079 
Tons. 3,080 2 367 
Vegetables, raw 
Unenumeratea ... Value £ 17,403 25,721 
Preserved by canningt .. 2.230 


* Tn 1900 these were not shown separately. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated me mf to 1901. 


¥ 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


I.—IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 


Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports. 
Countries, Year 
ending. 1899, | 1900, 1901, 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (12 Months) ... | Dec. ...... Roubles 562,017,000 | 594,428,000 | 572,496,000 
Belgium+ (3 Months) ... | Mar. ...... Francs 520,817,000 | 538,952,000 | 485,067,000 
France (3 Months) ...... Frances 1,208,737,000 | 1,282,403,000 | 1,129,878,000 
Spaint (2 Months) ...... Feb. ......| Pesetas 130,261,000 132,033,000 146,050,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
(8 Months) | Aug. ...... Milreis 82,488,000 85,044,000 40,915,000 
Portugal 1898) (1899) (1900 
(9 Months) | Sept. ......| Milreis 37,091,000 88,300, 45,222,000 
Italy (2 Months)......... Feb, ......| Lire 288,276,000 | 257,445,000 | 276,883,000 
(2 Months) 
Egyot 1 Month)...... | Jan. ......] LZ. 892,000 979,000 1,180,000 
SYP" ) (2 Months) ...| Feb ...... L.E. 1,649,000 1,918,000 2,389,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States (8 Mths.) | Feb. ......| Dollars 427,202,000 | 555.254,000 | 528,535,000 
1898) (1899) (1900) 
Mexicot (6 Months) ... | Dec. ...... Dollars 22,601,000 28,004,060 32,159,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) 1900-1) 
British India (10 Mths.) | Jan. ......| Rupees 55,83,33,211 | 59,54,69,105 | 61,96,43,610 
(1898-9 (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Canada (7 Months)...... | Jan. ...... Dollars 85,548,000 | 102,564,000 | 101,799,000 
In Pounps SrTeruine. 
£ £ £ 
(1898 (1899) (1900 
Russia* (12 Months) ... | Dec. 59,324, 62,745,000 60,4380, 
Belgium} (3 Months):... | Mar. ...... 20,813,000 21,548,000 19,403,000 
France (3 Months) ...... | Mar, ...... 48,350,000 49,296,000 45,195,000 
Spaint (2 Months) ...... Feb. 5,210,000 5,281,000 5,842,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
(8 Months) | Aug. ...... 7,809,000 7,885,000 9,206,000 
Portu; { (1898) (1899) (1900) 
(9 Months) | Sept 6,095,000 8,617,000 10,170,000 
Italy (2 Months) .. ...... 7,969,000 8,818,000 8,505,000 
Austria-Hung 10,656,000 11,660,000 10,765,000 
(2 Months) 
Egypt { (1 Month) ...| Jan. ...... 915,000 1,004,0C0 1,159,000 
P* (2 Months) Feb. 1,692,000 1,968,000 2,451,000 
: (1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
United States (8 Mths.) | Feb. 89,000,000 115,678,000 | — 109.070,000 
(1898) (1899) (1900) 
Mexicot (6 Months) ...| Dec. ...... 4,520,000 5,601,000 6,432,000 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
British India (10 Mths.) | Jan. ...... 87,222,000 39,698,000 41,310,000 
(1898-9 (1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Canada (7 Months) arene 17,823,000 21,368,000 21,208,000 
United Kingdom (8M.) | Mar. ...... 118,243,000 | 127,199,000 | 182,121,000 


* European and Black Sea Frontiers, _ 


+ Value of Principal Articles Imported only. ; 
t The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s, The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 
II.—EXPORTS. 
Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 
(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


| Period of Exports. 
1899. | 4900. 1901. 


i (1898) (1899) (1900) 
Ruasia* (12 Months) ... Roubles 708,899,000 | 601,64¥,000 688,552,000 


Belgiumt (8 Months) ... Francs 421,600,000 | 434,827,000 412,068,000 
Francs 858,616,000 | 950,867,000 | 933,853,000 
Pes:tas 112,787,000 101,517,000 
(1898) (1900) 
(8 Months)... Milreis 19,567,000 20,827,000 
(1898) (1899) | (1900 
(9 Months)... Milreis 22,546,000 | 21,529,000 | 28,566,000 
Italy (2 Months) Lire 199,238,000 | 220,462,000 | 212,621,000 
| 
Austria-H Kronen 261,818,000 | 261,747,000 258,727,000 
(1 Meo LE 1,311,000 | 
on! Bll, 
Egypt { Months)... 5 
United States Mths.) 
Mexicot (6 Months)...... 
(18 ( ) | (1900-1) 
British India (10 Mths.) | Jan. 84,82,48,222 
(1898-9) 


(1899-1900) (1900-1) 
Dollars 90,419,3°0 | 102,021,876 | 117,765,329 


Countries. 


In Pounps STERLING. 


£ 
(1898 (1899) (1900) 
Russia* (12 Months) ... 74,828, 63,507,000 | 72,680,000 


Belgiumt (3 Months) ... 16,864,000 17,878,000 | 16,488,000 
France (3 Months) tickers 34,145,000 38,014,000 | 37,584,000 
4,770,000 


(8 Months)... Aug. 
(9 Months)... | Sept. ...... 5,302,000 
Italy (2 Months) ...... | 8,505,000 
10,572,000 


1,920,000 
3,27 2,000 


United States (8 Mths.) 
Mexicot (6 Months) 
British India (10 Mths.) 155, 
(1898-9) 
Ganada (7 Months) ... | Jan. 18,837,400 


United Kingdom** Mar. 62,051,000 72,120,000 | 70,812,000 
. (8 Months) | 
* European and Black Sea Frontiers. 
+ Value of Principal Articles Exported only. — 
t The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has beea converted 
into English currency at the rate of 2s. The figures for Mexico include bullion and specie. 
** Exports of and Irish produce and manufacture. 


J 
Canada (7 Months) ... | Jan. ...... 
1898) 1899) (1900) 
( Mo J | 1,345,000 2,798,000 
1 Month)...... | Jan. ...... 
Egypt {e Months) Reb. 2'625,000 | 4°470,000 | 
(1898-9) (1899-1900) | (1900-1) 
198,910,000 | 208,064,000 
(1899) (1900) 
6,694,900 7,747,000 
(1899-1900) (1900-1) 
58,317,000 56,217,000 
(1900-1) 
21,264, 24,534,400 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 


Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will 
contain details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
March: Prices of Coal and Iron: Methods of Preventing Falls of 
Roof in certain French Collieries: Proposed Conciliation in the 
Cotton Spinning Trade (Negotiations during 1900): Recent 
Conciliation and Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements : 
Miners’ Provident Funds in Austria, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Statistical tables are given on pp. 277-8, summarising the latest 

Trade of Forei periodical returns of trade issued by several of 

the more important foreign countries and 

: British Possessions which publish monthly 

statistics of trade. These tables show the total value of the 

imports into and exports from each country for the latest period 

for which returns have been received at the Board of Trade, the 

figures for the corresponding periods of the two previous years 
being added for the purposes of comparison. 


| 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
- from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
Ag places since Ist January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & ¢ 


Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. | Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... Rs = 5 
2545 | Somali Coast Protectorate 20. 
2546 Mexico 23d. 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement | gd. 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, "1900 | Id, 


2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... vol 


2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901... | 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) .. 
2556 Yucatan (1900) col 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) oe 
2558 New Orleans (1900)... ars ove] 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 
2560 Spain (1899) ... oan 
2562 | Havre (1900) ... Bd 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka es lid. 
2566 Chicago (1900)... sts Bhd. 
2568 German East Africa (1900) 
2573 | The Morea (1900) "7 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1900) 
2580 | Para (1900) 854. 
2581 New York (1900) 234. 
2582 Calais (1900) ... Ste Bhd. 


- 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 


oi and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
1, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :-— 


546 | France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 
547 Braxil.—Report on the State of Maranhao veel 
548 | United States.—Beet Sugar Industry _... 0a oe] $4. 
549 | Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901... 1d, 
550 | United States.—Zinc Industry ... 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Gomnany | | 
relative to China ain hd. 
2 | Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and Japan for the | 
protection of the estates of deceased persons ‘ 4d, 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto hd, 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the ‘United | 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to | 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... ld. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
Ist January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
312 St. Vincent... ee 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far ag 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become @ 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
— the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Liste 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., de. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

. The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 
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